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PREFACE. 



Ip there be any such Society or Organiza- 
tion now existing upon Earth as the Church 
of Christ or the Kingdom of Heaven^ it is plain 
at once that it must be of Divine Origin. 

Because the very Title implies the existence 
of some special Organization^ by means of 
which the Power of Heaven is exercised in 
some special manner ; so that all they who are 
living in this Church or Kingdom are brought 
into some special relationship to God. 

And no one of us surely has the least power 
of his own to place himself in any such special 
relationship to God. 

No one has the least power of his own to 
constitute any Church or to originate any King- 
dom^ whose members shall stand in some spe- 
cial relationship to God. 
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iv Preface. 

We can no more lift our own selves up above 
our natural state and place ourselves in some 
peculiar relationship to God, than we could 
move the world nearer to the sun. 

A Church of Christ can be constituted only 
by the Power and the Authority of Christ 
Himself. 

The Kingdom of Heaven can be constituted 
in this world only by means of some Divinely 
commissioned persons^ whose Commission for 
such a supernatural work must be proved to 
the world by sufficient evidence. 

It is indeed a common idea which very much 
prevails in our day, that any persons who have 
a zeal for God, may, if they please, form them- 
selves into a New Religious Association, which 
they may call a New Branch of the Church of 
Christ. Some, perhaps, because they see 
some plain abuses or corruptions in the admi- 
nistration of the Church painfully existing 
around them, think themselves justified in 
separating themselves into a distinct Religious 
Body, and in endeavouring thus to institute a 
more holy Society, free from those abuses and 
corruptions. 

Or else, perhaps, others, on the basis of some 
special interpretation of some portion of Holy 
Scripture which they firmly believe to be of 
supreme importance, and which, it may be. 
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Preface. v 

has been for some time overlooked and put 
aside ; constitute themselves a New Society of 
Believers^ and so originate a New Brother- 
hood. And this New Association they call a 
Churchy or a Branch of the Church ; and they 
say^ it is founded on the Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Now, one fatal objection to this mode of 
proceeding which at once presents itself to our 
mind, must be this; that if this Church-making 
system be allowable, there is of course no limit 
to the divisions amongst Christians. All visible 
Unity of the Church on earth is by this system 
completely shattered to pieces. 

Another fatal objection is, that there is not 
one single trace whatever of any such self- 
made Churches in the Holy Scriptures. 

It must be indeed very certain, if the Church 
is the Kingdom of Christ upon earth, that it 
is just as impossible for any man or any com- 
pany of men to originate a New Society, and 
then to attach that society to the Church of 
Chkist, that is, to put it into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, as it would be for them to put a 
New Chapter into the Bible, or to put a New 
Star into the sky. 

We must remember also that the Church was 
founded in the world, before one syllable of 
the New Testament had been written. The 
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Kingdom of Heaven was opened upon earthy 
before any of the Gospels or any of the Epistles 
bad been composed. 

The Authority to build the Church of the 
Living God was not derived from Holy Scrip- 
ture, for this very obvious reason, that the Holy 
Scriptures of the New Testament did not then 
exist. 

The Twelve Apostles of the Son of God 
were the Founders of the Kingdom of Christ 
upon earth. They laid the Twelve foundation 
stones of the City of the Living God, the New 
Jerusalem. And their Authority for this super- 
human work was given them by the Incarnate 
Son of God Himself. 

He Himself had said: "I will build My 
Church.'' And this Word of His Sovereign 
Will He began to fulfil in His own Person, 
before He ascended to His Throne in Heaven. 
He began to lay the foundations of His Church 
in His own lifetime ; by choosing Twelve Dis- 
ciples to be with Him, that He might train 
them specially for their future work; fitting 
them to become His wise Master-builders. 

As soon as ever He rose from the dead in 
His spiritual Body, He went on with the work ; 
remaining on earth for forty days to give fur- 
ther instructions to His Apostles. He began 
at once the very first day of His Resurrection, 
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to give Power and Authority to the Apostles. 
He began at once the Work of the New Creation 
by breathing on the Apostolic Body the Breath 
of the New Creation. Before that, indeed, 
they had been formed into One Body; but 
only as Adam was formed^ before the Creator 
breathed into his body the Breath of Life. 
But then receiving from the New Creator, the 
Holy Ghost, the Giver of Life, they began to 
be a New Living Organization. And on the 
Day of Pentecost they were taken into the 
Fulness of the Divine Organization of the In- 
carnate Lord. Then they were made to be 
mighty Instruments of the Holy Ghost, for 
the beginning of a New Creation ; for then, by 
their Ministry, men below began to be made 
Members of the Second Adam, and so to enter 
into the New Elingdom of God Incarnate, by a 
New Birth of Water and of the Holy Ghost. 

The Church of the Living God, which is 
now "the Mother of us all,'^ the True Eve, 
thus began her actual existence, on the Day of 
Pentecost. That Divinely fore-ordained Holy 
Day was our Mother^s Birthday. Then the 
glorious Bride of the Son of God began to be 
constituted. Then the New Jerusalem began 
to come down out of Heaven, having the Pre- 
sence of God in her, and began to be built 
upon earth on the foundation of the Twelve 



y Google 
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Apostles. Then the New Kingdom of God 
Incarnate, "the Kingdom of Heaven/^ was 
opened upon earth to all Believers. 

And then, empowered by Divine Commission 
and acting under the Instructions given them 
during the great Forty days, and under the 
special guidance of the Holt Ghost, the Apos- 
tles went forth to set up this Kingdom of Hea- 
ven in all Nations, baptizing men everywhere 
into it. 

Now the Church of all future Ages, that is, 
the Kingdom of the Lord Incarnate upon earth, 
was, and could be, nothing else than a growth 
of this original Organization, an expansion of 
this Apostolic Body, a continuation of the very 
same corporate society, a development of this 
Kingdom of Heaven which was thus founded 
by the Apostles of the Son of God. 

Man could no more interfere with the Laws 
and Ordinances which the Apostles gave to the 
Church, than he could interfere with the Laws 
which God has given to the Natural Creation. 
The original mould into which the Apostles of 
the Son of God cast the Church, most surely 
can never be altered by any man's wisdom or 
power. We may forsake the Church, but we 
may not alter its Divine Constitution, nor can 
we make anything else to take its place. 

The only question is. Where t8 it F 
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And this question is now forced upon us, by 
many most painful and distracting circum- 
stances of our day. 

Is the Apostolic Church still in the world ? 
Is the Kingdom of Heaven, which was opened 
upon earth on the day of Pentecost, still in the 
world ? Is there any " Gospel of the King- 
dom" for us ? Has any one Authority to preach 
this Gospel ? Is not this Gospel of the King- 
dom, if it may still be preached, the only 
Divinely instituted means for healing our 
divisions and uniting us all once more in a 
world-wide Brotherhood, in a Divine Commu- 
nion? 

Of one thing we must be certain ; that no 
means of Unity invented by man^s wisdom 
only will ever succeed in accomplishing this 
end. It is only the Means and Bonds of Unity 
ordained and instituted for us by Divine Power 
and Wisdom which will be effectual. In no 
other way can we recover ourselves than by 
reverting to those Ordinances which the Son of 
God manifest in the flesh has given us. 
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iirrBODUcnoN. 

When " the fulness of the time"^ was come ; 
when ''the dispensation of the fulness of times^'^ 
was about to begin; when Ood would send 
forth His Son to "make all things new;"^ 
when Ood would begin to reveal " His mani- 
fold wisdom to the principalities and powers in 
Heavenly places,"* by means of this His New 
Creation, which is the mystical Body of the 
Second Adam,^ the glorious Bride of His In- 
carnate Son ;^ a Messenger was first of all pre- 
pared and sent forth, to announce the approach 
of the infinitely great event; an event which 

» GhO. iv. 4. 3 Eph. i. 10. 

• Isa. Ixv. 17 ; Bev. xxi. 5. < Eph. iii 10. 

« Ck)L i. 18. • Rey. xxi. 9. 
B 
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2 Introduction, 

the whole world had been trained to expect 
from the first moment of our fall in Adam. 

And the words in which this Divinely-sent 
Herald, who was greater in his office than any 
Prophet, Priest, or King, of any preceding 
period, (S. Matt. xi. 11,) announced this Ad- 
vent of the Lord from Heaven, were these; 
'"The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand," (S. 
Matt. iii. 2 ;) where perhaps we might have 
rather expected the words, "The Lord, the 
Messiah, is at hand." And then when the 
Lord God Incarnate Himself came forth and 
began to preach, He used the very same words; 
''The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of 
God is at hand." (S. Mark i. 15.) And He 
went about all Galilee, preaching *' the Gospel 
of the Kingdom." (S. Matt. iv. 23.) 

And when He had chosen His twelve Apos- 
tles, He charged them to use the very same 
words again; ''As ye go, preach, saying. The 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." (S. Matt. 
X. 7.) And to the seventy also our Lord gave 
the same charge, instructing them to say to 
all, " The Kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you." (S. Luke x. 9.) 

Now this announcement, thus made, first of 
all, by the Baptist, then by the Lord Himself, 
and then by His Apostles and by the Seventy, 
must have meant^ in the ears of all those Jews 
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who believed their own Prophets^ nothing less 
than this ; " The Lobd^ the Messiah^ is come ; 
and He is just about to set up that Kingdom, 
of which all the Prophets have been prophesy- 
ingy all 9long, from the beginning/' 

What less than this could it mean? The 
King Himself was already bom and standing 
amongst them. No king can be without a 
kingdom. His Kingdom therefore was then 
close at hand. 

This is therefore, very certainly, worthy of 
our most reverent attention. What was it that 
our Lord made the one chief subject of His 
preaching ? What was the one great and lead- 
ing text of all His sermons ? '' Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the Gospel/' Here we 
should have thought, according to our modem 
way of speaking, here the text would have 
stopped. But the Gospel of the text is, most 
emphatically, " the Gospel of the Kingdom.'* 

The one special point of our Lord's preach- 
ing therefore very emphatically included the 
setting up of a Kingdom upon earth ; which is 
called, " the Kingdom of Heaven." 

This remarkable expression is kept up, we 
find, throughout all our Lord's teaching, even 
to the very end of it. " This Gospel of the 
Kingdom," He said, " shall be preached in all 
the world, for a witness unto all nations; 
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and then shall the end come/' (S. Matt, 
xxiv. 14.) 

Now we may thoughtlessly pass over this ever 
recurring expression^ if we will; we may at- 
tach no special meaning to the continual and 
emphatic use of it by our Lord Himself; or 
we may put upon it some modern meaning 
which it was never originally intended to carry. 

But the plain fact remains, that the precise 
point of our Lord's own preaching was this 
very thing ; He most persistently said every- 
where, and He commands all His Ministers to 
say so too, to all nations of the world, even till 
the end come ; that He came into the world 
to set up in it a New Kingdom, which He calls, 
" The Kingdom of Heaven." 

The object of the following pages is to draw 
out the full significance of this expression. For 
has not this announcement of the Kingdom 
been actually fulfilled ? Is it not certain that 
that Kingdom which was then '* nigh at hand'' 
did soon actually come? And is it not still 
with us ? 

And if so, what one thing is there in the 
whole range of human thought to which we 
ought to give more earnest consideration ? 

Most surely our Lord, the Incarnate Son of 
God, has fulfilled His own most express words, 
" The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." That 
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Introduction. 5 

New Kingdom of Heaven has been constituted. 
By His Incarnation, the Son of God joined 
Heaven and earth together, and became the 
beginning of a new creation. And His New 
Kingdom, which He received of the Father, 
when He ascended as Man into His Presence, 
already reaches down to earth and encloses us 
in its organization, in its new sphere of power 
and life. 

The King Himself is on His Throne above ; 
but He has not left the earth as He found it. 
All power has been given Him to rule over all 
things in earth as well as in Heaven. (S. Matt, 
xxviii. 18; Eph. i. 22.) 

This New Kingdom of the Incarnate Son of 
God was opened upon earth on the Day of 
Pentecost, by the coming of the Holy Ghost j 
and it has been amongst us ever since. 

This Kingdom of Heaven is even now pre- 
sent amongst us ; the New Kingdom of God 
Incarnate. 

But, just as the people of Nazareth did not 
know that God manifest in the flesh was then 
living amongst them ; just as they did not dis- 
cern the Presence of the Lord from Heaven ; 
but passed Him by, as *' the Carpenter's Son," 
in all the rudeness of unbelief; even so it is 
with us now. He has now come to us, " in 
His Kingdom;'' and we know it not. 
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It was a great trying of those Nazarenes, 
having that Divine Presence amongst them; 
whether they would discern It^ beneath all Its 
earthly lowliness and meekness. To see Him, 
was to see the Father^ (S. John xiv.- 9 ;) but, 
as they judged only by the outward appearance, 
they knew Him not. Their own long-expected 
Messiah was living visibly amongst them ; they 
saw Him^ face to face, and they knew not that 
it was He. 

There is still the very same kind of trying 
of us. They were tried by the Presence of the 
Lord's own Person ; we are tried by the Pre- 
sence of the Lord's own Kingdom. 

Who of us is able to discern the Presence of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ? It is often clothed 
in so much of human weakness, that we pass 
it by, in rude unbelief. Its Presence can only 
be known and believed in by those who ex- 
amine its claims, apart from all its outward 
circumstances. 

Surely, the Son of God, the Creator of all 
the worlds^ did not so marvellously visit this 
world, and then leave it as He found it. He 
came down from Heaven and was Himself 
made Man, for the very purpose of being our 
Second Adam, our New Life-giving Head, our 
New Creator. 

When He ascended as Man into Heaven, it 
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was on purpose that He should receive of the 
Father a New Kingdom^ both in earth beneath 
as well as in Heaven above. 

All the Prophecies of old prophesied of the 
glory of His Kingdom. They spoke of Him as 
coming on purpose to set up a New Kingdom 
upon earth. Indeed, in the prophecies of the 
Old Testament, there is far more said concern- 
ing the Kingdom of the Lord, the Messiah, 
the promised Son of David, than there is con- 
cerning His Person. 

But too many of us fail to realise the Pre- 
sence of this Kingdom of God Incarnate, we 
do not consider that His Kingdom reaches 
down from Heaven to earth. And too many 
think of our Lord as a King without a King- 
dom. 

If the following pages should be permitted 
to be useful in opening the eyes of any to a 
more lively faith in the presence of the King- 
dom of Heaven upon earth, and also in afford- 
ing some instruction as to the nature and con- 
stitution of the Kingdom, the writer of them 
will have great occasion of thankfulness for so 
great a privilege. 

For one way to remedy the evils of the pre- 
sent times, living as we are in the midst of 
endless divisions and most distressing per- 
plexities, is to preach once more, not "the 
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Gospel'' without ^' the Kingdom/' as most are 
doing; but, as our Lobd Himself bids us do, 
''the Gospel of the Kingdom;" and so to 
show to all men, that our Lord calls upon 
them, not only to repent and to believe in Him 
personally, but just as much to take their place 
and to do their duty in a great society y a Di- 
vine oi^anization, of which He is Head and 
King. 

For if the Son of God came down from 
Heaven and was made Man, not only to give 
us a New Revelation, but also to open the 
Kingdom of Heaven upon earth, that He might 
unite us all in one New Brotherhood; com- 
manding His Apostles and their successors to 
the end of the world, not only to preach the 
Gospel, but as well, to baptize into His King- 
dom ; how can we be in anything but in divi- 
sion and in confusion, if only half this Divine 
Commission be now acted upon ? 
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CHAPTER I. 

THB PBOPHECISS OF THE S:iNGDOM. 

As the Old Testament was given on purpose to 
prepare the world for the Manifestation of the 
Son of GoD^ its promised Redeemer ; so now 
also, for every one who wishes to be well in- 
structed in those '' Mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven/' (S. Matt, xiii, 11,) which have 
now been revealed to us by the Son of God 
Himself, it is indispensable that his mind be 
prepared, by looking back upon those Types 
and Promises and Prophecies of them, which 
God was pleased to give in the preceding 
ages. 

As the Lord Himself was foreshadowed from 
the very beginning, so also was His Church, 
''which He so loved, and for which He gave 
Himself.^^ (Eph. v. 25.) For as Adam was a 
most express figure and type of Him that 
should come ; no less was Eve a most evident 
figure and type of the Church of Christ, the 
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10 The Prophecies of the Kingdom. 

Bride of the Second Adam. As Adam could 
not be without Eve^ so no more can Christ 
be without His Church. 

And then, all along, in the manifold types 
and prophecies of old, we find many signifi- 
cant names and titles given to the Church of 
Christ; all of which prefigured, in one re- 
spect or another, its constitution and its pre- 
rogatives. 

But as our Lord Himself was all along 
prophesied of in the most emphatic manner as 
a King, so also His Church was just as em- 
phatically prophesied of as His Kingdom, 

Let us therefore consider some of the chief 
of those promises and prophecies of old, which 
relate to this Kingdom of our Lord. 

One of the most signal promises of the 
Messiah's Kingdom is that which was given 
to David, when it was promised him that a 
Son should be bom in his family, the throne 
of whose kingdom should be established for 
ever. (2 Sam. vii. 12, &c.) So that ''Son of 
David ^' became the well-known title of the 
Messiah amongst all the Jews. 

This promise is frequently referred to in 
the Psalms of David. In the 89th, ''I have 
made a covenant with My chosen; I have 
sworn unto David My servant : thy seed will 
I establish for ever, and build up thy throne 



y Google 



The Prophecies of the Kingdom, 11 

to all generations/' (See verse 35.) In the 
132nd, the same promise is dwelt upon. In 
the 45th, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever,'' is expressly referred to the Mes- 
siah in Heb. i. 8. As also the most re- 
markable prophecy in Ps. 110, "The Lord 
said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right 
hand ;^' a prophecy which was so often and so 
strikingly used in argument with the Jews« 
(See Heb. i. 13; Acts ii. 34; and S. Luke 
XX. 41.) 

In exact and striking accordance with this 
understanding of the great promise given to 
David, the Archangel Gabriel announced the 
Nativity of the Lord in these words, "He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest, and the Lord God shall give 
unto Him the throne of His father David; 
and He shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever ; and of His Kingdom there shall be 
no end." (S. Luke i. 32.) 

In this Heaven-sent announcement of the 
immediate Advent of the Lord, His character 
as a King coming to set up an everlasting 
kingdom, we cannot but observe, is the only 
thing mentioned. It is emphatically "the 
Gospel of the Kingdom,'* which the Angel of 
God announces. 

Daniel prophesied of the coming of this 
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Kingdom in the most remarkable terms. In 
his second chapter he said, "In the days of 
these kings shall the Goo of Heaven set up a 
Kingdom which shall never be destroyed. 
And the Kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and con- 
sume all these kingdoms; and it shall stand 
for ever.^' 

This Kingdom of the God of Heaven, *' the 
Stone cut out without hands,^^ (verse 34,) that 
is, not established by human power, " not of 
this world/' (S, John xviii. 86,) which was to 
be founded " in the days of those kings,'^ was 
evidently to be '^ a Kingdom ^Mn the world, 
though not of the world ; as really and truly a 
kingdom as the four which preceded it, namely, 
the Babylonian, the Persian, the Grecian, and 
the Roman. But it was to be different to all 
those kingdoms in its origin, " cut out without 
hands,'' " set up by the God of Heaven /' and 
in its extent, '^filling the whole earth/' and 
in its duration, ''which shall never be de- 
stroyed." 

And then Daniel, in the seventh chapter, 
describes the giving of this Kingdom to the 
Son of Man, on His Ascension into the Pre- 
sence of the Father, in this most remarkable 
manner : '' Behold, One like the Son of Man 
came with the clouds of Heaven, and came to 
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the Ancient of Days ; and they brought Him 
near before Him. And there was given Him 
dominion^ and glory^ and a Kingdom ; that all 
people, nations, and languages should serve 
Him. His Dominion is an everlasting Do« 
minion, and His Kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed.*' 

And then, also, in the 22nd verse, '' Judg- 
ment [that is, rule, or power to judge,] was 
given to the Saints of the Most High; and 
the time came that the Saints possessed the 
Kingdom/' 

In accordance with which prophecy, it is 
said in Heb. zii. 28, that ''We [the Saints of 
Chbist] have received a Kingdom which can- 
not be removed/' 

Out of the many passages in which the great 
Prophet Isaiah prophesied of the Messiah as a 
King, and described the exceeding glory and 
extent of His Kingdom, it is enough to con- 
sider such as the following, — 

'' It shall come to pass in the last days, that 
the mountain of the Lord's House shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all na* 
tions shall flow unto it." (ii. 2.) " Unto us 
the Child is born, unto us the Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon His shoul- 
der. Of the increase of His government and 
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peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David^ and upon his kingdom^ to order it^ 
and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for ever/' (ix. 
6, 7.) '^ Behold, a King shall reign in righ- 
teousness, and princes shall rule in judgment/' 
(xxxii. 1.) 

When the Prophet Micah foretold the birth- 
place of our Lord, the only title he gave 
Him was that of a King, saying, ''Out of 
thee (Beth-lehem Ephratah) shall He come 
forth unto Me, that is to be Buler in Israel/' 
(V.2.) 

The Prophet Zechariah, also, in another 
well-known prophecy, wrote, '' Bejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee/' (ix. 9.) 

That their Messiah, the promised Son of 
David, would set up a new Kingdom at His 
Advent, was therefore of necessity the universal 
belief of all the Jews. 

No one could read and believe the Pro- 
phets of the Old Testament without being 
persuaded that a King would appear of the 
family of David, Who should have a Kingdom 
divinely conferred upon Him, which should 
embrace all nations, and should endure for 
ever, which should also be of exceeding great 
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power and glory, far above all that had ever 
been before. 

To the Advent of this glorious Kingdom, 
therefore, the thoughts of all believers were 
continually directed. It was indeed to be the 
grand event of the world's history. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE TITLE, "THE SINGDOM OP HEAVEN." 

Inasmuch as the Kingdom of the promised 
Son of David was not to be established by 
force of arms, nor conferred upon Him by any 
human power, but was to be given Him im- 
mediately from Heaven, it came to be called 
"The Kingdom of Heaven/' Or, inasmuch 
as it was in itself a Divine Kingdom, as well 
as Divinely conferred upon the Messiah, it was 
often called, "The Kingdom of God/' It is 
called, *' The Kingdom of the God of Heaven,'' 
in Dan. ii. 44. Sometimes also it is called 
simply, " The Kingdom," because it was that 
Kingdom which was so well known, both from 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, and from 
the writings of the Evangelists; so that no 
one could fail to understand in a moment the 
right meaning of the name. 

As S. Matthew wrote his Gospel in Hebrew, 
for the special use of his own countrymen, the 
Jews, we observe that he alone of all the 
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Evangelists uses the title ''The Kingdom of 
Heaven/' and this he does no less than thirty- 
six times. This title the Jews of course would 
understand at once. The other Evangelists^ 
writing for the Gentile world, use the title, 
" The Kingdom of God." 

In iy. 23, ix. 35, xiii. 19, and xxiv. 14, 
S. Matthew uses the title, "The Kingdom,'' 
by itself; where the other Evangelists use 
'' The Kingdom of God." 

This title then denotes that New Kingdom 
which the Lord, the Messiah, the promised 
Son of David, set up in the world at His Ad- 
vent, as all the believers in the Old Testament 
believed that He would do. 

And it denotes, of course, a new exercise of 
the manifold wisdom of God ; a new sphere of 
His power ; a new dispensation of His grace ; 
a new Kingdom in which He reigns so as He 
reigns in no other sphere. It is the New King- 
dom of the Incarnate Word, the Son of God 
made Man ; designed for the greater glory of 
God for ever, and specially for the redemption 
and restoration of the human family, bringing 
us an infinite exaltation. 



y Google 



CHAPTER III. 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE KINGDOM. 

When the fulness of the time was come that 
OoD should begin to fulfil His promises^ in the 
final dispensation of His Grace^ He sent down 
the Archangel Oabriel to announce the stu- 
pendous Events the Event which would make 
all things new^ even the Incarnation of His 
Eternal Son. And in that announcement we 
cannot but at once observe that the Angel of 
God speaks emphatically of theKingdom. '' The 
Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of 
His father David ; and of His Kingdom there 
shall be no end.^' 

Then the heaven-sent herald came forth and 
did what no prophet of any former age had 
ever done^ for he proclaimed the Lord^s actual 
Advent^ and he did so in words corresponding 
with the ArchangePs, for he said, " Repent ye, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.^' 

And when the Lord Himself came forth, 
He also used the same words : *' Jesus began 
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to preachy and to say^ Repent^ for the King- 
dom of Heaven is at hand/^ " And He went 
about all Galilee preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom/^ 

The Lord Jesus Himself^ let us again mark^ 
included everything in this one brief expres- 
sion, "the Gospel of the Kingdom." This 
was the very sum and substance of His preach- 
ing : " The Kingdom of the Lord^ your pro- 
mised Messiah, is just about to be set up." 
This was the glad tidings, this was the Gospel 
which He Himself announced everywhere. 

And then when the Lord commissioned His 
Apostles to go forth in His Name^ He said to 
them, "As ye go, preach, saying. The Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand." 

The Jews who heard this clear Annunciation 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, would of course be 
startled and greatly excited. For they could 
not but understand at once that it meant that 
their long- promised Messiah was come and was 
just about to set up His Kingdom. 

Nothing can teach us more strongly than all 
this does, that the Jews were perfectly right in 
their expectation of the fulfilment of their 
ancient prophecies, namely, that when the 
Messiah should come the Jewish economy was 
to cease, and a new divinely given kingdom 
would be established in its place. 
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20 The Annunciation of the Kingdom. 

The Baptist's cry^ the cry of the Lobd 
Himself^ and the cry of all the Apostles, all 
was one and the same, all was expressed in 
well understood sentences. The Kingdom of 
the Son of David was distinctly announced as 
close at hand. The Lord, the King, is come ; 
and His Kingdom is just about to be set up, 
with all its attendant blessings. The very near 
approach of the Kingdom was on one occasion 
thus declared by the Lobd Himself, " There be 
some standing here which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of Man coming in 
His Kingdom.'' (S. Matt. xvi. 28.) 

In the lifetime of those very persons, there- 
fore, the Lord came " in His Kingdom :'' not 
in weakness, to suffer and to die, as He had 
come when He spoke those words, but in power 
to rule as a King ** in His Kingdom.'' 

So very nigh at hand, therefore, was the 
advent of the Lord's Kingdom. So very soon 
was the Son of Man to set up His Kingdom, 
the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE ACTUAX ADVENT OP THE ZINaDOM. 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
the King of the Kingdom of Heaven was per- 
sonally present and visible npon earth. But 
He did not then come "in His Kingdom/' 
He then came to suffer and to die. Those 
prophecies which speak of His humiliation and 
of His death, which the Jews all so strangely 
overlooked, had first to be fulfilled, before He 
should be exalted to the throne of His glory. 
The true Joseph was to be despised and re- 
jected of His brethren before He should be 
seated next to the King. The Jews, overlook- 
ing all the prophecies of the Messiah^s suffer- 
ings, mistook the nature of His Kingdom, 
expecting it to be one of earthly grandeur and 
power. But these prophecies of our Lord's 
extreme humiliation having been first of all 
fulfilled, then followed the fulfilment of those 
which prophesied of His exaltation. 

On the Ascension of the Lord Jesus into 
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Heaven^ that most celebrated prophecy of 
David was fulfilled, " The Lord said unto my 
Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand/' For then 
God the Father, who had raised Him from 
the dead, set Him at His own right hand, far 
above all the powers and principalities of 
Heaven. (Eph. i. 20.) 

Then all power was given unto Him in 
Heaven and in earth. Then Ood the Father 
appointed unto His Incarnate Son a Kingdom, 
giving Him to be '' Head over all things/' in a 
new capacity and for a new end, namely, '' to 
the Church, which is His Body.'' Then Jesus, 
the Son of Mary, was " crowned with glory 
and honour," in the very glory of the Father. 
Then the Son of David ascended the throne of 
His Kingdom in Heaven itself. 

For the Lord Jesus is Himself that certain 
nobleman, (in the parable,) who went into a 
far country " to receive for Himself a King- 
dom." His parable is fulfilled ; He has gone 
up on high ; He has received a New Kingdom. 
He reigns in glory above, the lucarnate Son 
of God, visible to all the Heavenly Hosts, in 
majesty supreme, perfect Man, though perfect 
God. 

But on the Ascension of the Lord God In- 
carnate into the Presence of the Father, all 
power was given Him, not only in Heaven 
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above^ but as well on earth beneath. His 
Kingdom was to reach down to earth and to 
enfold us here below. 

So^ therefore^ ten days after the Ascension 
into Heaven, His Kingdom began upon earth 
by the coming down of the Holy Ohost. On 
the great Day of Pentecost, (that great Fes- 
tival which had marked out this very event for 
so many preceding ages by the foreknowledge 
of God,) the Kingdom of Heaven was opened 
upon earth to all who repented and believed 
the Gospel. 

This was the birthday of the Church of 
Christ, when S. Peter made the first use of 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
the King Himself had put into his hands. 
For then, for the first time, men below were 
baptized into the Body of Christ, made Mem- 
bers of the Second Adam, incorporated into 
the mystical Body of God Incarnate, entered 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Then, therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven 
began upon earth ; the Holy City, New Jeru- 
salem, began to come down out of Heaven, 
having the glory of the Presence of God in 
her; beginning to be built upon the twelve 
foundations. (Bev. xxi.) Then the Son of 
Man came, with power of the Holy Ghost, 
in His Kingdom upon earth. 
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Thus^ therefore^ upon the Incarnation of the 
Son of God, after His Besurrection from the 
dead^ upon His Ascension into Heaven^ that 
Heavenly Kingdom, which all the prophets had 
spoken of, was actually conferred upon Him. 
The Lord Jehovah placed our Lord, the Son 
of David, on the right hand of His power and 
glory. 

The New Kingdom of Ood Incarnate began 
then in Heaven above, and it was opened upon 
earth beneath on the Day of Pentecost, when 
the Lord *' came,*^ in the power of the Holy 
Ghost, *' in His Kingdom/* Then men below 
began to be *'in Christ,'' a new creation, 
united to a new Divine Head, lifted up into 
the Divine organization of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CKAJSQtE PRODUCED BY THE COMINa OF 
THE KINGDOM. 

The Incarnation of the Son of God could not 
but produce some infinitely great change, if not 
to the whole created universe^ yet most cer- 
tainly to us. 

Of this great change the Prophets frequently 
prophesied. Isaiah wrote: '^Behold, I create 
New Heavens and a New Earth ; and the former 
shall not be remembered nor come into mind. 
But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that 
which I create. For, behold, I create Jeru- 
salem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.'' 
(Ixv. 17.) 

The glories of the first creation would be all 
as nothing, (the Prophet said,) they would be 
all quite eclipsed and clean forgotten, in com- 
parison of the glories of the New Creation^ 
when the Lord God should come. 

This passage exactly corresponds in its mean- 
ing with that which we always read in church. 
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with great propriety, on the Sunday before 
Advent, out of the prophecies of Jeremiah : 
where he prophesies that the glories of the Re- 
demption of Israel out of Egypt would be all 
completely eclipsed and forgotten, in compari- 
son of the greater glories of that Redemption 
which the Lobd, the Messiah, would accom- 
plish for His people ; of which that Redemp- 
tion of Israel of old was but a faint type and 
figure. (Jer. xxiii. 5.) 

Jeremiah also said: ''At that time, they 
shall call Jerusalem the Throne of the Lord ; 
and all the nations shall be gathered unto it/^ 
(iii. 17.) Isaiah foretold how all things should 
be made new, at the Coming of the Messiah, 
in this passage again : '' Remember ye not the 
former things, neither consider the things of 
old. Behold, I will do a new thing. Now 
it shall spring forth. Shall ye not know it V^ 
(xliii. 18.) 

All this began to receive actual fulfilment at 
the Advent of God in the flesh. For when the 
LoBD 6oD Incarnate ascended to the New 
Throne of His Glory, there began to be, in a 
most true and real sense, a New Heaven and 
a New Earth. For then the very Throne of 
the Eternal Godhead was itself in some man- 
ner affected and changed, when the second Per- 
son of the Godhead was received up into its 



y Google 



by the Coming of the Kingdom. 27 

power and glory, no longer God only, but God 
Incarnate. Then was there a New thing even 
in Heaven itself, when Jesus, the Son of Mary, 
entered in, with an exceeding great triumph of 
all the Heavenly hosts, and passed through all 
their ranks until He reached the Throne of the 
Father, when a New Kingdom was given Him, 
even in Heaven itself. Then the everlasting 
Kingdom of the Son of David had its actual 
beginning in Heaven above, when God the 
Father said to Him, " Sit Thou on My right 
hand.*^ Then, in some true sense, Heaven itself 
received a New Beginning. 

And when this New Kingdom began upon 
earth, then all things began to be made new to 
us below. Then there was the beginning of a 
New Earth below, as truly as there was a New 
Heaven above. For then we upon earth began 
to be baptized into the Second Adam. Then 
being born again of Water and of the Spirit, 
we were lifted up into a new sphere of life, 
being incorporated into the mystical Body of 
Christ, our New Divine Head. Then began 
the Regeneration of Man in the Second Adam. 
Then we began to be " in Christ." 

S. John beheld in his visions this beginning 
of the fulfilment of the promises and prophecies 
of old, saying : " I saw a New Heaven and a 
New Earth.'' And again : " He that sat upon 
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the Throne said^ Behold^ I make all things 
New." , 

" And He said unto me, It is done." For ' 
then an Angel showed. unto him, the Bride, ' 
the Lamb^s Wife, even the New Jerusalem, 
beginning to descend out of Heaven down to 
earth, having the glory of God, built upon 
Twelve foundations, having in them the names 
of the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb. (Rev. 
xxi.) For " already are we come to the City 
of the Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem," 
(Heb. xii. 22,) and are living in it. 

Already is the Jerusalem which is above 
^^ the Mother of us all :" so that we have a 
New Birth. (Gal. iv. 26.) 

Already, in some true sense, are we sitting 
together with our Divine Head in heavenly 
places. (Eph. ii. 6.) 

S. Paul indeed expressly teaches us this 
great truth, saying : ^' If any man be in Christ 
he is a New creation. Old things are passed 
awayj behold, all things are become New." 
(2 Cor. V. 17.) 

For as soon as we are baptized into the Body 
of Christ, we enter the New Kingdom of God 
Incarnate; we are translated into the King- 
dom of God's dear Son ; we begin a New 
state of existence, the glories of which com- 
pletely eclipse and put out of remembrance 
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all those of our first birth of Adam and 
Eve. 

Of absolute necessity^ then^ we understand 
that the Incarnation of the Second Person of 
the Godhead, the Advent of God in the flesh 
was in itself a New thing ; so infinitely New as 
to be ever New, the very miracle of eternal 
ages. The Coming of the Second Adam was 
of absolute necessity the beginning of a New 
Creation of Man. All things have become 
New to us. The Constitution of a New Head 
for the human family introduces us into a New 
Order of things. The Incarnate Lord is the 
Boot and the Beginning of a New Creation. 
We are re-created in Him. By our first birth, 
of the First Adam, we are made partakers of 
his manhood : by our second birth, of the 
Second Adam, we are made partakers of that 
perfectly restored manhood which is in Him. 

This New work of God, this New Creation, 
is therefore mentioned as the last one, in Col. 
i. 16, 17, 18. This is the most glorious of all 
the creations of God, even the Body of Christ, 
His Bride, the true Eve. Thus, therefore, we 
may understand that title which belongs to the 
Second Person of the Godhead, most fully and 
gloriously true : *' the Beginning of the Crea- 
tion of God." (Rev. iii. 14.) 

Just, then, as the Son of God Himself 
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received a New Constitution by His Incarna- 
tion, and then also received a New Name, by 
which He had never been known before ; even 
80, His Church also has received a New Con- 
stitution in Him, never known before. Isaiah 
prophesied of this, saying : (Ixii. 2, 4, 12 :) 
"The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness; 
and thou shalt be called by a New Name, 
which the mouth of the Lord shall name/' 

This New Name God has now revealed unto 
us by the mouth of His Apostle S. Paul, who 
writes, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, that on 
the Ascension of the Lord Incarnate, God '^gave 
Him to be Head over all things to the Church, 
which is His Body/' (i. 22.) This is the New 
Name, now revealed unto us, which the Church, 
as now constituted in Christ, has received ; it 
is, " The Body of Christ.'' This, of course, 
before the Lord Himself was incarnate, the 
Church could not be and never was. Before 
the Head was constituted, the Body could not 
be. But now, one of the chief Articles of 
our Christian Faith is this, "There is One 
Body," (Eph. iv. 4,) namely, the Mystical Body 
of the Second Adam. 

Now, therefore, the Church is a New Crea- 
tion, namely, the extension of the Incarnation, 
the Body of the Incarnate Son of God, the 
Fulness of Him who now by His Presence as 
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Incarnate Ood fills all things in the Church. 
(See Eph, iv. 10 and i. 23.) This New Mys- 
tical Body of the Second Adam, this New 
Divine Organization^ could not be^ until the 
Son of God Himself had been made the New 
Man, the Second Adam. 

The true Eve could not begin to be, until our 
true Adam Himself had been made and had 
slept the sleep of death. 

But now, if any man be in Christ, if any 
man be made a Member of the Body of the 
LoBD God Incarnate, he is a New Creation ; 
he is re-created in the Second Adam ; al] former 
things are quite eclipsed and put out of mind : 
this one New Gift which is given him has the 
glory which excelleth ; he is a Member of the 
New Man. 

Our LoBD Himself purposely signified this 
exceedingly great change of all things which 
His Advent introduced, by choosing a mar- 
riage feast for the occasion of His first miracle, 
and by making that miracle to be, the changing 
of water into wine. There is no miracle which 
is more full of prophetical signification than this 
one. None other could so appropriately begin 
the whole work of the Son of God upon earth 
as this does. 

For it most deeply signifies the change of 
earthly things into heavenly mysteries. For 
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what less than this could be the ennobling 
effect of the Marriage of the Son of God with 
His Bride the Church? 

All was poor and bare and thin before the 
Load was made the Second Man ; all was only 
figure and type and prophecy. Now, all is 
rich and noble and full of grace and power : 
now there is no more figure and type only: 
the shadow is past^ the substance itself is come. 
Now grace and truth are come so as they 
never came before. The water of the Jewish 
Dispensation is changed into the rich wine of 
the Christian. 

The Incarnation of the Son of God has made 
all things New. For He was made Man, in 
order that He might give existence to His 
Spouse, the Church, the true Eve, the New 
Mother of all living Christians. 

Our LoBD Himself spoke of the exceeding 
great change in our spiritual condition when 
admitted into His Kingdom, in this very re- 
markable saying : " Verily I say unto you, 
among them that are born of women, there 
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist ; 
notwithstanding he that is least in the King- 
dom of Heaven is greater than he.^' (S. Matt, 
xi. 11.) 

Although S. John the Baptist was greater in 
his ofKce and privilege than any prophet^ priest 
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or king of former ages^ (for all they only pre- 
figured or prophesied of the Lord as One who 
should come : whilst the Baptist announced 
His actual Advent, and even assisted in making 
Him the Christ,) yet, the Lord Himself 
teaches us, the least and lowest Member of His 
Kingdom is greater in his spiritual position 
and privilege than the Baptist. For the Baptist 
never entered into the Kingdom, but only 
announced it as " at hand ;** we have entered 
into it and possess its greater gift, which con* 
sists, in one word, of Membership in the Body 
of the Lord Incarnate ; a Gift of Grace which 
none did or ever could possess, before the Lord 
Gt)D was Himself made the Second Adam. 

One more change we should mark as having 
taken place at the Advent of the Kingdom of 
Heaven upon earth. 

A new line of authority began to exist. A 
Divine Mission was given to the Apostles of the 
Son of God. ''As My Father hath sent Me, 
even so send I you. Go and teach all nations. 
I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as My Father 
hath appointed unto Me. And lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world." 

Thus began a new line and order of Divinely- 
given Authority, for the perpetual government 
of the Kingdom of Christ upon earth. This, 
of necessity, supersedes and overrides all other 
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Authorities^ in things pertaining to the King- 
dom of Heaven. This New Divinely-given 
Authority inheres essentially in the Successors 
of the Apostles always^ even to the end of the 
world. It is not indeed the Authority of the 
sword, for that God has given to the princes of 
this world ; but it is the Authority of the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, which the Divine 
Founder of the Church committed to S. Peter 
and his successors for ever ; which Authority 
is, therefore, within its own proper sphere, per- 
fectly independent of all earthly sovereigns* 
For they no longer have any power given them 
to be Rulers in the New Kingdom of God, 
except, of course, in secular and temporal mat- 
ters. There is now, we contend, "Another 
King, one Jesus,'^ Who has constituted His 
Apostles and their Successors for ever to be 
the Bulers of His Kingdom upon earth. This 
New Line of Authority we must regard and 
obey at all risks, even of the loss of earthly 
liberty or life. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OUB ENTBANCB INTO THE KINaDOM. 

It is self-evident that no one but the King 
of the Kingdom Himself conld appoint the 
means by which we should be admitted into 
His Kingdom, It was altogether beyond the 
power of man to make a door of entrance into 
the Kingdom of God Incarnate. We might 
just as well fancy we could put a star into the 
sky^ as lift ourselves up into a new sphere of 
life^ and put ourselves into the organization of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Our LoBD Himself has accordingly instituted 
a Holy Sacrament^ for this very purpose^ namely^ 
that in it we should have an entrance given us 
into His New Kingdom. His own most ex- 
press words on this point are these : '' Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee ; except any one be bom 
of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God.*' (S. John iii. 5.) 

Our Entrance, therefore, into the New King- 
dom of God upon earth takes place, by the Divine 
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appointment^ in the Sacrament of Baptism. 
No passage of Holy Scripture, no saying of 
the Son of God, is more express than this is^ 
and none has any greater weight of authority 
for its Interpretation. 

In this holy Sacrament it is, that we have a 
New Birth into a New Sphere of existence^ 
that is^ an Entrance into the New Kingdom of 
God, by the agency of Water and of the Spirit. 

The Gift of Regeneration is given us, S. 
Paul writes, in the Font, (Titus iii. 5,) for we 
are then made Members of the Second Adam ; 
that is, we are incorporated into the Mystical 
Body of the Incarnate Son of God. (1 Cor. 
xii. 27.) By the One Spirit are we all thus 
baptized into the One Body of Christ. And 
being joined on to our New Life-giving Head, 
His Life begins to be communicated to us, as 
the Seed or Germ of an immortal Life in Him ; 
in order that as now by our Membership with 
the first Adam we possess our natural life, 
so by our Membership with the Second Adam, 
we may partake of His perfectly restored Man- 
hood, having Life given us even of His Life. 

Thus we have a New Beginning of Life, on 
our Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
We are re-created in the Second Adam. We 
enter the Kingdom of the Regeneration. We 
are a New Creation in Chbist. We are lifted 
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up into a new sphere of Life. We are incor- 
porated into the Divine Organization of the 
Body of the Incarnate Son of Ood^ which is 
His New Kingdom. 

This Divinely-instituted Sacrament is still, 
to-day^ as much as at any time, the One only 
door hy which any one can enter the Ark of 
Christ's Church. It is the Divinely-ordained 
instrument of our New Birth in the Second 
Adam. By it alone it is^ that any one enters 
into the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. All 
exceptional cases, all diflSculties connected with 
this most fundamental truth of the Christian 
Revelation, we leave alone in the hands of God. 
The Rule is just as plainly revealed as the sun in 
the sky ; exceptions we leave in the hands of 
God, without presuming to judge them. 

But that the Son of God should have come 
down from Heaven and set up a New Kingdom 
of God in the world, and then not have Himself 
made a door of Entrance for us into that King- 
dom, and not have plainly told us where it was 
to be found, we could not for a moment suppose. 

He made the hour of His Ascension, let us 
mark, to be the hour of the Institution of this 
Door of Entrance into His Kingdom. Our 
Lord did not leave the world without establish- 
ing in the world the link between Himself and 
us : He did not ascend to His Throne before 
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He had pat into our hands the Sacrament 
which should admit us into His Kingdom. 

And He committed this door of entrance, 
we must observe^ into the hands of His Apos- 
ties and of their successors to the end of the 
world. He did not give the Administration of 
this Sacrament to any of His disciples, but dis- 
tinctly and only to the Eleven whom He had 
chosen out of them and ordained to be His 
Apostles^ to whom alone He gave the great 
Promise of the hour of the Ascension^ the char- 
ter of the Church, '' Lo ! I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world." 

So that no one has any spiritual power or 
authority from Christ to open or shut the 
door of entrance into His Kingdom by admi- 
nistering this His Sacrament, except His Apos* 
ties and those who may be commissioned by 
them. 

If any one at his own pleasure takes upon 
himself to baptize, without having received any 
commission to do so from those who have the spi- 
ritual authority to give it, the person so bap- 
tized can have no certainty that he is actually 
admitted into the Kingdom. And it is only to 
those who believe and are baptized into the 
Kingdom, that the Promise of Salvation is 
revealed. (S. Mark xvi. 16.) So that this 
matter is of the gravest importance. 
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The Apostles of the Son of God, then, having 
thus received from Him their final Commis- 
sion, and being then empowered by the Coming 
of the Holt Ghost, went forth into all nations, 
and began to teach and to baptize everywhere, 
according to their Divinely-given power. 

Now, let ns consider what would happen^ 
when they came to any heathen city. They 
would first of all teach the people ; '^ preach- 
ing the Kingdom of God, and teaching those 
things which concern the Lobd Jbsus Christ.^' 
(Acts xxviii. 31.) And then they would bap- 
tize all who believed their words into the Church 
or Kingdom of Christ. (Acts, passim.) 

Thus the Apostles of Christ founded a New 
Brotherhood in every place. The company of 
the baptized formed, of necessity, a New Visible 
Society in everyplace. All the Members were 
admitted and visibly washed by One Baptism. 
The baptized at Corinth for instance, formed a 
New Visible Society in that city: they and 
they alone were "the Church at Corinth.'' 
And in like manner, and by the same means in 
all other places, where the Apostles and their 
fellow-labourers went, they founded the Church. 

Thus the Kingdom of Heaven was set up in 
the world. In every place, the Apostles began a 
New Society, forming all the baptized into a 
New Brotherhood. Thus, in every place, they 
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opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers. 
All these separate societies, however^ were sepa- 
rated only by distance of place : they were all 
united under the spiritual Authority of the 
Apostles; they were all united by One Faith^ 
and by One Baptism, into One Body, under the 
Authority of the Apostles. They were not 
independent one of another. There was one 
Church at Corinth, one at Ephesus, one at 
Bome, and so on. But all these Churches 
were united together under the Rule of the 
Apostles of the Son of God. All these thus 
united in one, formed the One Church of 
Chbist, the One Kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth. 

And in their Epistles we mark how often 
the Apostles put these several branches of the 
One Church in mind of the Entrance by Bap- 
tism into it, exhorting them to walk worthy 
of their high vocation as Members of the Church 
of Chbist. They used such expressions as 
these : they said that they had been, in their 
Baptism, washed and sanctified and justified; 
saved out of their old state ; called to be saints ; 
translated from the power of darkness into the 
Kingdom of Ood's dear Son; having been 
purged from their old sins, made already the 
sons of God ; having been buried with Christ 
in their Baptism, wherein also they had been 
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raised up with Him into a new sphere of life ; 
having been saved^ that is^ put into a state of 
salvation^ in the laver or font of their Regene- 
ration. 

And all this remains as true for us as for 
them. The Holy Sacrament of Baptism, is, 
like Him Who instituted it, the same in all 
ages and in all nations. It is God's Sacra- 
ment : — and no power in earth or in hell can 
ever break or alter it. It is the very same for 
us, to-day, as it was to the first Believers, at its 
first administration, on the day of Pentecost. 

For the very purpose for which the Son of 
God was made Man, the very end for which 
His Mystical Body has been constituted and 
His Church built upon earth, is unchangeably 
the same for all nations and ages. For this 
New Creation has been formed, in order that 
we might be incorporated into it, that we might 
be entered into its Divine Organization, that 
we might thus have Eternal Life again com- 
municated to us, and a perfectly restored Man- 
hood, from that which is in our Divine Head. 

This is God's most marvellous plan. His 
New Work, for the salvation of the fallen 
family of Man. 

So that it is now necessary, if we would be 
saved by this plan, not only that we should 
believe in Him Whom the Fathea hath sent 
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to be the Saviour of the world ; but also^ that 
we should be baptized into His mystical Body^ 
incorporated into the New Divine Organization 
which has its Life in Him, entered into that 
New Kingdom which is the Kingdom of the 
Regeneration. 

For it is only they who are now " in Christ/' 
and who die "in Christ/' who have the pro- 
mise of being raised up " in Christ/' bearing 
His likeness^ made for ever partakers of that 
perfectly restored Manhood which is now in 
Him. 

It is our Membership with the Second Adam 
through which the seed and power of Eternal 
Life is now communicated to us ; even as our 
natural life has been communicated to us only 
through our membership with the first Adam. 

Nothing, therefore, more deeply and ever- 
lastingly concerns us, than that we should now 
be living according to our Baptismal essential 
obligations j because, in the great End which 
is coming, all that is evil shall be for ever cast 
out of the Kingdom. (S. Matt. xiii. 41.) 



y Google 



CHAPTER VIT. 

THE BTJLEBS OF THE KINGDOM. 

Wb all solemnly profess to believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church. We believe in its Divine 
Institution, and in its present existence amongst 
us. We believe that it is the Kingdom of 
Chbist upon earth. 

One vital question concerning it which at 
once arises is this : Where is the seat of its 
authority ? Has it any inherent authority con- 
ferred upon it by its Divine Founder, for the 
purposes for which it exists? Where is the 
seat of its government ? How is its authority 
exercised? May any company of believers 
form themselves into a religious community 
and set up a ruler over it? How is the 
government of the Kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth organized? Who and where are its 
rulers ? 

This question then let us now consider. 

As soon as our Lord was born. His Kingdom 
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was nigh at hand. But this Kingdom was not 
actually given Him until He ascended as Man 
into the Presence of the Father. Then it was 
that all power was given Him, both in Hea- 
ven and in earth. Then the great Prophecy 
was fulfilled : the Lord Jehovah said to the 
Son of David, " Sit Thou on My right hand.'' 
Then the Father gave Him to be ^* Head over 
all things/' in a new capacity, that is to say, 
"to the Church, which is His Body." Then 
the government of an everlasting Kingdom was 
placed upon His shoulder. Then the Lord 
Jesus, the Son of David, was " crowned with 
glory and houour," on the throne of His new 
Kingdom in Heaven itself. 

Thus on our Lord's Ascension the Father 
appointed unto Him a Kingdom. 

But this Kingdom was to be on earth as well 
as in Heaven. Accordingly on the Day of 
Pentecost, by the coming of the Holy Ohost, 
it was begun upon earth. The New Jerusalem, 
the Holy City, began to come down out of 
Heaven, and began to be built upon earth. On 
that day the Kingdom of Heaven was opened 
upon earth by the ministry of S. Peter. And 
then, in one Baptism, all who believed that 
Jesus was the Son of God, were baptized by 
one Spirit into one Body, which was the Church 
or Kingdom of Christ. 
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But as the King of this Kingdom was invisi- 
ble^ reigning on His throne in Heaven itself, 
it was necessary that thai pari of it which is 
on earth should have some Rulers appointed to 
rule over it. For no society can exist amongst 
men without some kind of government. It is 
necessary that every kingdom should have 
some organization apd some duly authorised 
rulers. 

But what Disciple of the Lord Jesus would 
venture to take upon himself the office of a 
ruler among his brethren? Or, what number 
of the Disciples would venture to organize 
themselves and to set up a ruler over them- 
selves? Or if they did venture to do so, with 
whose or with what authority would that ruler 
exercise the office of a ruler ? 

All these difficulties were however perfectly 
provided for by our Lord Himself, for He 
Himself appointed the first rulers of His King- 
dom upon earth. He Himself gave them autho- 
rity. Our Lord Himself expressly appointed 
His Apostles to be the first rulers of His 
Kingdom upon earth. For before He died, 
He said to them: ''I appoint unto you a 
Kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto 
Me.'' (S. Luke xxii. 28, 29.) And the two 
special powers then assigned to the Twelve by 
the Divine Founder of this Kingdom were 
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then thus briefly stated: "That ye may eat 
and drink at My Table in My Kingdom^ and 
sit on Thrones, judging (that is, ruling^ the 
twelve tribes of Israel/' The special powers 
thus divinely given to the Apostles consist 
in these two particulars^ in the care of the 
Lord's Holy Table, or in other words, in the 
power to celebrate His one great and central 
Service ; and in the power to be rulers in His 
Kingdom. 

The corresponding words in S. Matthew's 
Gospel are these : " In the Regeneration, when 
the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of His 
glory, ye also shall sit on twelve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel." 

These words are therefore now receiving their 
fulfilment. For the. Son of Man is now sitting 
in the throne of His glory, and the Kingdom 
of the Regeneration of man in Christ the Se- 
cond Adam has begun. The Kingdom of the 
Lord Christ has been set up on earth ; and 
therefore according to this His promise the 
twelve Apostles are now also sitting on their 
twelve thrones, the rulers of the twelve tribes of 
the true Israel in all lands. 

We must here also call to mind how our 
Lord, before He ascended to His new throne 
in Heaven, repeated His commission to the 
Twelve on several great occasions, that they 
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might have perfect assurance in exercising 
their spiritual powers thus Divinely conferred. 

On the very first day of His resurrection from 
the dead^ He gave them a Mission^ such as no 
prophet, no priest, and no king had ever before 
received from Ood, saying to them : '' As My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you,'' 
thus giving them a participation in His own 
Mission. 

And on the last day, the day of the Ascen- 
sion itself, the Lord God Incarnate said to the 
Apostles whom He had chosen, ''All power is 
given unto Me in heaven and in earth; go ye 
therefore," that is, "In consequence of My 
new power, I empower and commission you 
to go forth into all nations^ to preach the 
Oospel of My Kingdom, and to baptize men 
into it.'' 

And again He said to them, '' He that hear- 
eth you, heareth Me." 

The King of the Kingdom thus therefore 
Himself set the twelve Apostles on thrones, to 
be the rulers of His Kingdom upon earth. He 
gave them authority to be rulers, out of His 
own authority. 

This truth then we should very earnestly 
consider^ that our Lord did not leave His 
Disciples on earth as a mere promiscuous 
body of men, who might, or might not. 
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organize themselves as best they could, ac- 
cording to their own will; but, quite on the 
contrary, He left them under Divinely-given 
authority. 

Our Lord did not leave His Disciples to 
form themselves into a religious society, and to 
set up rulers over it at their own will, accord- 
ing to their own wisdom; but, quite on the 
contrary. He left them under the spiritual au- 
thority of the twelve Apostles. 

These Apostles alone had power and autho- 
rity, divinely given them, to baptize men every- 
where into the Kingdom of Heaven, and to 
rule over the Kingdom, and to set it in order. 
And so, by degrees, they set things in order, 
and formed the company of the baptized into 
One holy Communion or Brotherhood in every 
place, founding the one visible Church, the 
Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. 

As God the Father then appointed and 
gave a Kingdom to the Lord Jesus Christ 
on His Ascension, even so the Lord Jesus 
appointed and gave a Kingdom to His Apos- 
tles, setting them on thrones to judge, that is, 
to rule, the whole Body of His Church on 
earth. 

Thus it was that the Kingdom of Heaven 
began to be founded and organized upon earth. 
So was fulfilled that Prophecy of our Lord, that 
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some of those who heard Him speak should 
live to see Him come ''in His Kingdom/' 

Before those persons died the Lord Jesus, 
Who was then speaking to them in a condition 
of exceeding great humiliation, had received a 
Kingdom ; and that Kingdom had come down 
upon earth, and the rulers of it were placed 
upon their thrones by the King Himself, that 
they might rule His Kingdom upon earth for 
Him, and with His authority. 

For as Gon the Father set our Lord, the 
promised Son of David, on the throne of His 
New Kingdom in Heaven itself^ even so our 
Lord set His Apostles on their thrones in His 
Kingdom on earth. 

All the Disciples of the Lord were therefore 
left under obedience to the authority of the 
twelve Apostles. For that authority was given 
them by the Lord Himself. Their authority 
was His authority. Although the Churches 
founded in different places were separated one 
from another by distance of place, yet they 
were all united in one Society or Communion 
by means of this common obedience to the 
divinely-given authority of the same spiritual 
rulers. The plain precept was binding upon 
them all, — ''Obey them that have the rule 
over you." 

Again and again we notice how the ordinary 
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members of the Churcli were reminded of this 
special duty. (See Heb. xiii. 7, 17, 24 ; 1 Thess. 
V. 12; 1 Tim.v. 17.) For this duty of obe- 
dience to the spiritual ruler is one of the essen- 
tial bonds of unity in which our Lord has built 
His Church upon earth. 
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CHAFFER VIII. 

THE CONTINTJATION OF THE KINGDOM. 

The next thing to be considered is this : Did 
all this corne to an end when the Apostles de- 
parted this life? Did the Kingdom which they 
founded with Divine authority come to an end 
when they died ? Did the power to celebrate 
the Divine Banquet^ and the power to be 
rulers in the Kingdom of Heaven come to an 
end when the Apostles left this world ? Did 
the precept^ ''Obey them that have the rule 
over you/' become obsolete? 

Now that the Divine Founder of the Church 
intended that it should continue in the world, is 
plain and certain from His own absolute pro- 
mise and assurance : '' I will build My Church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.'' This word of Oon Incarnate cannot be 
broken ; this His absolute promise cannot fail. 

And then His final promise, so solemnly 
given to His Apostles, in the very hour of His 
Ascension, is still more express; for having 
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given them their final commission^ He added 
this most sure promise of His abiding Pre- 
sence with them in their execution of that 
commission^ '^ Lo^ I am with yoa all days^ even 
to the end of the world/' 

This is an absolute pledge of the continu- 
ance of the Apostolic Kingdom^ in all ages^ 
even to the end of the present dispensation. 

In every age therefore, we are absolutely 
assured, the Apostles of the Son of God are 
with us in some true and real sense, sitting on 
their thrones, ruling the Lord's Kingdom upon 
earth with His authority; and He is with 
them in their sacred offices, every day, even 
till He visibly appears in His glory. For 
most surely the Lord perfectly fulfils His own 
last promise, the very promise He left us as He 
began to ascend to the throne of His Kingdom. 

Inasmuch then as the Apostles themselves 
soon departed this life, how was the Kingdom 
of Heaven upon earth to go on without them ? 
In what manner was that authority to rule, 
which the Lord Jesus had given to them, to 
be carried on, after their death ? 

The Apostles, as we read in their Acts and 
in their Epistles to Timothy and Titus, made 
express provision for this very thing. They 
ordained Elders in every city, and they ap- 
pointed and ordained others to succeed them- 
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selves in their office of ruling. For instance, 
they appointed Timothy to be the first Bishop 
of the Ephesian Church, and Titus to be the 
first Bishop of the Island of Crete. 

These successors of the Apostles received 
the same authority to be rulers as the Apos- 
tles had received. They did not take the 
office to themselves. They were not set up by 
the other Disciples ; but, quite on the contrary, 
they were set over the other Disciples in the 
Lord's Kingdom, by the Apostles. 

And^ as we read, they received power to ap- 
point and ordain others also to succeed them- 
selves in their sacred offices. (1 Tim. v. 22^ and 
2 Tim. ii. 2.) 

There is no hint whatever, there is not the 
least trace in the New Testament, of any other 
way in or by which the rulers and the minis- 
ters of Christ's Kingdom upon earth ever 
were, or ever can be set over the people in the 
Lord. But the authority and the commission 
originally given by the Divine Pounder of the 
Church to the Apostles were thus continued to 
their successors, from age to age, according to 
the manner begun by the Apostles. 

And so, in this manner, which has been 
most jealously gnarded^ the succession of 
rulers in the Kingdom of Christ upon earth 
has been kept up all along, even to the present 
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day ; and so it will be even to the end of the 
world. 

Just therefore as our Lord said to the rulers 
of the Jewish Church in His day^ ''The scribes 
and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat/' eyen so we 
can now say, " The Bishops sit in the Apostles' 
seats;" they occupy the place of Divinely 
constituted authority, they are sitting on their 
thrones of Divinely-given power ; in them the 
Apostolic authority to exercise the office of 
rulers in the Kingdom of Christ upon earth is 
still with us. 

If therefore there be any spiritual rulers 
upon earth to whose authority we must submit 
in spiritual matters, they are most plainly and 
certainly the Bishops. 

This matter however is of so much import- 
ance, and it is so much contradicted or over- 
looked in our days, that it will be well to give 
it some further consideration. 

It is very plain that the Divine Commission, 
" As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I 
you," conveys to the Apostles a Commission 
and Power to send others. 

Therefore it is that S. Paul authorizes the 

Bishop of Crete to '' ordain elders in every 

city" of the island ; and charges the Bishop of 

Ephesus to " lay hands suddenly on no man." 

Now consider a moment the case of a be- 
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liever living in one of those cities of the island 
of Crete. There was in that city an elder, or- 
dained by Titus ; and Titas had received his 
Power and Authority from S. Paul; and S. 
Paul had received his Authority from the Lord 
Himself, Who also Himself had been sent by 
the Father. 

The succession is perfect ; and being of Di- 
vine Authority, could not be set aside by any 
disciple, nor altered by any human power what- 
ever. If a believer living in that city did not 
submit himself, in spiritual things, to that 
elder whom Titus had set over him in the 
Lord, in what condition would he be living? 
Surely, in a condition of disobedience to the 
Authority of the King of the Kingdom. Surely 
it would be the open and grievous sin of schism, 
if that believer separated himself from that 
Elder, and then originated a New Society and 
set up a New Ruler in that self-made Society. 

But it still more confirms our faith in the 
Divine Origin and Authority of the Episcopal 
Office, which we have thus described, when we 
consider the certain fact of history, that this 
succession of Bishops from the Apostles was 
never made a question of doubt or of contro- 
versy, in any primitive times, as it is in our day. 
Then, it was everywhere taken for granted, as' 
a plain undeniable fact. It was not so much 
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as called in qaestion. The lists of Bishops 
who had succeeded one another in the various 
Churches from the Apostles were everywhere 
preserved and perfectly known and openly ap- 
pealed to. By means of these very lists, it 
was^ that the primitive Christian Fathers dis- 
puted against heretics and schismatics. They 
publicly appealed to these lists and challenged 
their adversaries to show^ if they could, their 
succession from the Apostles. No objection to 
this kind of argument was ever offered. 

This use of these lists therefore proves the 
original Institution of Episcopacy in the most 
clear and incontrovertible manner possible. 
For this succession from the Apostles in each 
Church, being thus known and thus appealed 
to, affords a positive and a certain proof that 
Episcopacy began with the Apostles. It was 
no after-invention of the Church. But it was 
the very Form of Church government in which 
the Apostles themselves constituted the Church. 
It was the very way in which they made pro- 
vision for the continuance of the Office of 
Rulers in the Kingdom of Chbist on earth. 
Without a Succession of Bishops from the 
Apostles no Church existed. It became a well 
known proverb, " No Bishop, no Church.'^* 

' See Sinclair's Vindication of the Epiacopal or Apostolic 
Succession, (Biringtons.) 
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Now this Saccession of the Bishops of the 
Church from the Apostles^ being of sach vital 
importance to the very existence of a properly 
organized Church in any place, has been of 
course all along most carefully guarded. 

At the consecration of any Bishop it is ne- 
cessary, ever since the great Council of Nicsea, 
A.D. 825, that three Bishops at least be present, 
and that also the consent of the Metropolitan 
of the province be had. To represent the suc- 
cession, therefore, as some do, simply as a 
chain consisting of single links, is a very false 
and misleading representation. For the real 
truth is that at every step that we go back- 
wards, the links are increased thtee-fold. A 
net, therefore, of innumerable meshes, would 
more correctly represent the truth, than a chain. 

From the days of the Apostles, then, to the 
present, the government of the Kingdom of 
Christ upon earth has been vested by Divine 
Authority in the Bishops. 

If they are not still the Rulers of the Church 
on earth, there can be no such Rulers at all ; 
except such as have either set themselves up 
or been set up by societies over themselves ; 
all which Authority is manifestly only human 
and self-assumed, and can bind the conscience 
of no one, longer than he pleases. 

Most undoubtedly it is true, that, as the 
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scribes and Pharisees of our Lord's day were^ 
as He said, '^ sitting in Moses' seat /' in like 
manner, the Bishops are now sitting in the 
Apostles' seats or thrones, judging, i.e. ruling, 
in the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. They 
occupy the place of properly constituted Autho- 
rity. 

It necessarily follows from all this, that we 
ought not to be contented with our position as 
Christians, unless we are living under this Di- 
vinely-given Authority. 

If the Kingdom of Christ be in the world, 
and if He has appointed Rulers in it, then that 
precept must be binding upon us, as much as 
upon the first believers, — "Obey them that 
have the Rule over you." (Heb. xiii. 17.) 

It is essential, therefore, that we should be 
living under a Spiritual Ruler ; and that Spi- 
ritual Ruler not a self-made one, but one who 
has been set on his throne by and with the 
Authority of the King of the Kingdom. We 
ought to be living under a rightly consti- 
tuted spiritual Authority; not a self-assumed 
Authority, not an Authority given by man; 
not an Authority from beneath, but from 
above. To the Apostles and their successors, 
in all ages, even to the end of the world, and 
to none others, has our Lord given Authority 
to rule His Church, and to celebrate His Eu- 
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charistic Feasti with the sure and steadfast 
Promise of the Ascension hour^ ''Lo^ I am 
with you, always, even to the end of the world." 

If therefore we are not living in communion 
with this line of Christ's Ministers and in 
obedience to their spiritual Authority, we are 
not living in communion with any rightly con- 
stituted Ministry or Authority in sacred things. 

For all Spiritual Power and Authority in the 
Kingdom of Heaven upon earth comes alone 
from the King of the Kingdom Himself, and 
can be derived to us only in the channel which 
He has appointed. It is not given to the Kings 
of this world, but to the Apostles and their 
successors. 

This very thing therefore is now forming one 
part of our trial during our life on earth ; and 
it certainly is a very considerable part of it, in 
our days. 

The presence of the King Himself amongst 
those Jews was a great and continual trial for 
them. There was nothing to force them to 
know Him. Most passed Him by, in the rude- 
ness of unbelief. 

So now it is, with His Kingdom. No open 
glory reveals its presence, and forces us to 
know it. The Kingdom is now with us, as the 
King Himself was with them, in weakness and 
in humiliation. So most of us do not discern 
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its presence. At best, we take the Gospel 
without the Kingdom. But the King Himself 
preached everywhere " the Gospel of the King- 
dom." 

Too many of His Ministers now preach '' the 
Gospel" apart from " the Kingdom." And so 
for want of preaching " the Gospel of the King- 
dom," we have fallen into the most grievous 
confusions and the most dangerous divisions. 

It becomes all serious Christians therefore 
to examine this point with great attention. For 
we ought to feel strongly that our position is 
false, if we are living apart from that Kingdom 
of Heaven which the Son of God has set up on 
earth and over which He has appointed certain 
Rulers. 
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THE TESTIMONY OF THE FIRST CHBISTLiK 
WEITEEa 

It is of the utmost importance in this matter 
to examine the writings of the first centuries 
of the Christian Religion. For if upon doing 
BO, we find that all the writers of those cen- 
turies who describe in any degree the condition 
of the Churchy show most distinctly that no 
Ministry was acknowledged in their days, 
except the threefold Ministry of Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons, then surely our convic- 
tion that this is the only Ministry which has 
any Divine sanction, must be greatly deepened 
and confirmed. 

For these Christian writers of the first ages 
were the companions and the immediate suc- 
cessors of the Apostles, many of them Martyrs 
and Confessors. 

Let us then examine the writings of S. 
Clement, first of all. To him, surely, we must 
all be willing to listen, because he was a fellow- 
labourer with S. Paul. Of him S. Paul thus 
writes to the Philippians, " Clement also, and 



y Google 



62 The Testimony of 

other my fellow-labourers^ whose names are in 
the book of life/^ He was Bishop of Borne 
for ten years^ and then suffered martyrdom. 
He wrote an Epistle to the Corinthian Church, 
which is still preserved. This Epistle was so 
very highly esteemed in the early ages of the 
Church, that it was publicly read in most of 
the Churches. As the spirit of division so 
greatly disturbed the Corinthian Church, the 
chief object of S. Clement's Epistle was to 
exhort them to unity and to obedience to the 
Divinely-constituted Order of the Church. 

Two extracts must here be sufficient : ^' God 
has ordained, by His supreme will and autho- 
rity, both where and by what persons His ser- 
vices are to be performed. For the Chief Priest 
has his proper services, and to the Priests their 
proper place is appointed ; and to the Levites 
belong their proper ministries \ and the layman 
is confined within the limits which are com- 
manded for laymen. Let every one of you, 
therefore, brethren, bless God in his proper 
station.^' 

S. Clement here uses that comparison with 
the Jewish Priesthood, which was so common 
among the early writers, by which he so clearly 
refers to a three-fold Ministry in the Church 
of Christ. 

The other extract from his Epistle shall be 
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the following : '' So likewise our Apostles knew 
bj our Lord Jesus Christ that there would 
arise contentions about the name of the Bishop- 
ric. And therefore having a perfect foreknow- 
ledge of this^ they appointed persons^ as we 
before have said^ and then gave directions how^ 
when they should die, other chosen and ap- 
proved men should succeed in the Ministry/' 

S. Ignatius is the next witness. He was an 
intimate friend and companion of the Apostles, 
particularly of S. John. He was ordained by 
them Bishop of Antioch^ and continued in 
that office for forty years. At length, at the 
age of eighty years, he was taken to Rome as 
a prisoner, refusing to renounce his faith as a 
Christian, being condemned to be devoured by 
wild beasts in the amphitheatre. On his way 
to B<ome he stopped at Smyrna, where he once 
more saw his former fellow- disciple, S. Poly- 
carp, who was then Bishop of Smyrna. From 
Smyrna, S. Ignatius wrote four Epistles. And 
proceeding on his journey to Rome, he wrote 
three more Epistles from Troas, where he 
stopped awhile. These seven Epistles were 
collected by S. Polycarp, and have been most 
highly prized and most carefully preserved by 
the Church ever since. 

Here is a witness, therefore, who surely must 
have known very well what the constitution of 
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the Church was^ as settled by Apostolic autho- 
rity. What does he say on this point ? His 
Epistles are full of references to the Episcopal 
Office. 

In his Epistle to the Ephesian Church, he 
testifies that in his day, that is a.d. 70 to 107, 
Bishops were established in all parts of the 
world, in accordance with the will of Christ. 
His words are : " For even Jesus Christ, our 
insuperable Life, is sent by the will of the 
Father, as the Bishops appointed unto the 
utmost bounds of the earth are by the will of 
Jesus Christ.'* 

In his Epistle to the Magnesian Church, S. 
Ignatius writes thus : " I exhort you, that ye 
study to do all things in a Divine concord: 
your Bishop presiding in the place of God, 
your Presbyters in the place of the council of 
the Apostles, and your Deacons, most dear to 
me, being entrusted with the ministry of Jesus 
Christ, who was with the Father before all 
ages, and appeared in the end to us.'* 

To the Church at Smyrna he wrote : " See 
that you all follow your Bishop, as Jesus 
Christ the Father, and the Presbytery as the 
Apostles; and reverence the Deacons, as the 
command of God. Let no man do anything 
of what belongs to the Church separately from 
the Bishop. Let that Eucharist be looked 
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upon as well established^ which is either offered 
by the Bishop, or by him to whom the Bishop 
has given his consent/^ 

In conclusion, he says : " I salute your very 
worthy Bishop, and your venerable Presbytery 
and Deacons/' 

In his Epistle to the Tr&llian Church are 
these words : " Let all reverence the Deacons, 
as Jesus Christ, and the Bishop as the Fa- 
ther, and the Presbyters as the Sanhedrim of 
God and the College of the Apostles. With- 
out these there is no Church/' 

We ought to mark these words of one who 
was an intimate friend of the Apostles. He 
declares that without these three Orders of the 
Ministry " there is no Church.'^ Yet, in our 
day, some say that it is not necessary to retain 
this Apostolic Constitution of the Church, but 
that any number of the disciples of Christ 
may originate and constitute a New Society, 
and set over it a Ministry of their own ap- 
pointment. 

We have but one Letter of S. Polycarp 
preserved to us : but in that he fully confirms 
all that S. Ignatius had written. As he was 
contemporary with the Apostles for forty years, 
and was ordained Bishop of Smyrna by S. 
John, and held that office for more than half a 
century, and suffered martyrdom a.d. 147, at 
p 
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the age of 86, surely we have here as strong 
a confirmation of our faith in the Apostolic 
Institution of Episcopacy, as it is possible to 
wish for. 

S. Irenseus is our next witness, who was a 
disciple of Polycarp, and bom about the time 
of the death of S. John. Mosheim, the eccle- 
siastical historian, speaks of his works as '^ a 
splendid monument of antiquity,'' Now he 
thus writes : " We can reckon up those whom 
the Apostles ordained to be Bishops in the 
several Churches, and who they were that suc- 
ceeded them, down to our own times. For the 
Apostles desired to have those in all things 
perfect and irreprovable whom they left to be 
their successors, and to whom they committed 
their own Apostolic authority. We have the 
successions of Bishops to whom the Apostolic 
Church in every place was committed.'' 

Tertullian, the most eminent Latin writer of 
his day, at the end of the second century, 
when he argued against those who had de- 
parted from the faith, gives this challenge : 
"Let them produce the original of their 
Churches ; let them show the order of their 
Bishops, that, by their succession, deduced 
from the beginning, we may see whether their 
first Bishop had any of the Apostles or Apos- 
tolical men, who did likewise persevere with 



y Google 



the First Christian Writers. 67 

the Apostles^ for his ordainer and predecessor ; 
for thus the Apostolical Churches do derive 
their succession; as the Church of Smyrna 
from Polycarp^ whom John, the Apostle, placed 
there ; the Church of Borne from Clement, 
who was in like manner ordained by Peter; 
and so the other Churches can produce those 
constituted in their Bishoprics by the Apos- 
tles/^ 

For the Church very carefully preserved the 
Succession of Bishops in the several Sees. As 
Irenseus testifies in these words : *' Seeing that 
it is very long, in such a volume as this, to 
enumerate the Succession of Bishops in all the 
Churches; there is one, very great and most 
ancient, and known to all, the Church founded 
and established at Borne by two most glorious 
Apostles, Peter and Paul, to which we point i" 
and then he proceeds to give the Succession in 
that Church, as the example which was the 
most conspicuous of all. 

To the same effect, Eusebius, the ecclesiasti- 
cal historian, in his Church History, written 
about the time of the great Council of Nicsea, 
▲.D. 325, gives the Succession of the four Pa- 
triarchal Sees, — Bome, Alexandria, Jerusalem, 
and Antioch, — from the beginning down to the 
year 305. The same lists are also given by 
other writers, so that all this is indisputable. 
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Nothing then can be a more certain fact 
of History, that through all the first ages 
of the Church, the Episcopal Form of Go- 
vernment was the only one existing in the 
Church. 

So clear is this testimony, that even the his- 
torian Gibbon is forced to confess that Episco- 
pacy began in the days of the Apostles. He 
says, " * No Church without a Bishop' has been 
a fact as well as a maxim; since the time of 
TertuUian and Irenaeus.^' 

We have indeed the same evidence of the 
existence of Episcopacy throughout the Church 
in primitive times, as we have of the use of 
Baptism and of the weekly celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

And this continued unbroken and unchal- 
lenged for fifteen hundred years, up to the time 
of the Reformation in the sixteenth century. 

The argument, therefore, is most sure and 
certain. If for the first fifteen hundred years 
no Church can be shown without Episco- 
pal Government, then what authority had any 
at the end of that time to originate a new 
ministry of their own, setting aside that which 
existed in uninterrupted Succession from the 
Apostles ? 

Now we read in the first chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, that our Lord showed Him- 
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self in a special manner to the Apostles during 
the forty days between His Resurrection and 
His Ascension^ and that He then gave them 
express instruction concerning " the things per- 
taining to the Kingdom of God/' 

As Moses was with God in the mount for 
forty days, receiving Divine instruction con- 
cerning the whole of the Jewish Economy^ so 
the Apostles were with the same God for a like 
period, receiving His instructions concerning 
the Constitution, the Laws, and Ordinances of 
" The Kingdom of God/' that is, the Church 
of Christ upon earth. 

Yet hardly anything is recorded of those 
Divine Commandments and Instructions. It 
is therefore in the subsequent actions of the 
Apostles, that we learn the nature of those Divine 
Instructions. In this Form therefore which 
they gave to the Church we see the will of 
Christ openly manifested. For they were act- 
ing under those Divine Instructions and under 
the special guidance of the Holy Ghost. So 
that no man surely may at any time venture 
to change or set aside this Apostolic Form and 
Constitution of the Church. 

We may indeed and we must reform abuses 
in the Church whenever from the weakness or 
sin of man they may arise, from time to time; 
but we may not change the essential form and 
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constitation .of the Churchy because that has 
Divine Authority. 

No man sarely may attempt to alter the 
mould in which the Apostles of the Son of 
God cast the Church, without the greatest pos- 
sible presumption and danger. 
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THE DTDEPENDBNCE OF THE KENGhDOM, WITH- 
IN ITS OWN SPHERE, OF ALL THE KINGDOMS 
OF THIS WORLD. 

It is a truth of unspeakable moment^ that our 
Lord God, the Divine Founder of the Church, 
constituted the Church in complete indepen^ 
dence of the Kingdoms of this world, in all her 
essential attributes and prerogatives. 

The Son of God manifest in the flesh ap- 
pointed a Kingdom to His Apostles, without 
asking leave of the Kings of this world. With- 
out asking Caesar's leave, He set His Twelve 
Apostles on Twelve Thrones, and gave them 
authority, out of His own authority, to be the 
Rulers of His New Kingdom upon earth, say- 
ing to them : '' I appoint unto you a Kingdom, 
as My Father hath appointed unto Me/' 

Whether the Kings of this world would 
favour and support them, or would hate and 
persecute them. He sent forth His Apostles, 
of His own Divine Authority, into all Nations, 
to proclaim the Gospel of His Kingdom. 
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They went into every city, and without ask- 
ing leave of its Civil Governor, they proceeded 
to teach the people, and then to baptize all 
who believed their word into the New King- 
dom of the Son of God. They thus consti- 
tuted a New Visible Society, they originated 
a New Brotherhood, they set up a New King- 
dom, even the Kingdom of Heaven, in every 
city. The Apostles of the Son of God, thus 
founded the Church everywhere. And if in 
any place the Civil Governors interfered with 
them in their spiritual work, and exercised their 
authority against them, the Apostles openly 
disobeyed their secular authority, having them- 
selves a more immediate Authority, acting 
under a direct Commission from the Son of 
God Himself. And these First Founders and 
Rulers of the Kingdom of Christ upon earth, 
we cannot but mark, were chosen from the 
humblest earthly rank. The First of the Apos- 
tles, into whose hands the Lord God gave the 
Keys of His Kingdom upon earth, was himself 
a fisherman from the Sea of Galilee. 

What could more emphatically teach all the 
Disciples of the Lord, to the end of the world, 
than this does : that the Founder of the Church 
borrowed none of the Power of His Kingdom 
from the powers of this world ? What could 
more emphatically teach us, that the Powers 
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of the Kingdom of Christ upon earth are ab- 
solutely independent, in their origin, of all 
secular princes? What can more strongly 
teach us that the Rulers of the Kingdom of 
Heaven do not need the use of the civil sword ? 

In its essential Constitution, therefore, the 
Church is Divinely authorized, for the purposes 
for which it was founded, in entire indepen- 
dence of the princes of this world. Its Rulers, 
the successors of the Apostles, sitting in the 
Apostles^ thrones, have the Authority of the 
King of the Kingdom to rule the Church for 
Him, with an Authority not in the least degree 
derived from the Rulers of the Kingdoms of 
this world. 

In all spiritual matters relating to the doc- 
trine and discipline of the Church, these Rulers 
of the Church possess the power and Authority 
of Christ to rule. There is no lawful appeal 
from them to the kings of this world, in things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven carry infinitely 
more Power than any earthly sword. The 
Mitre of a Bishop is far more glorious in the 
eyes of a faithful disciple of the Lord Jesus, 
than the crown of the mightiest monarch of this 
world. 

By reason of its Divine Institution, then, and 
by reason of the Spiritual Powers distinctly 
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committed to its charge by its Divine Founder^ 
it is most plain and certain that the Church, 
being the Kingdom of Christ upon earth, 
possesses an inherent independence, within her 
own proper sphere, of all the kingdoms of this 
world. The Government of the Church, within 
its own proper sphere, is vested by its Divine 
Founder, not in the kings and queens of this 
world, but in the Bishops who are sitting in the 
Apostles' seats. 

Faith in this their Divine Commission it is 
which is the secret strength which has so 
powerfully nerved the arm of many a bishop to 
withstand the mightiest power of this world. 
For Bishops wield the sceptre of more than an 
earthly kingdom. They hold the Keys of a 
Kingdom whose King is sitting in His Court 
in the highest Heaven ; and whomsoever they 
rightly bind upon earth. He Himself has given 
His Word that He will bind in Heaven above. 
He cannot forget. He cannot make void. His 
own Word. 

Sitting in the Apostles' seats, seated on their 
thrones by the Son of God Himself; the Pre- 
sence of Christ pledged to them in their Offi- 
cial Acts by the s ted fast promise of the Ascen- 
sion Day; sent by Christ even as He was 
sent by the Father ; well may they afford to 
spurn the persecution and hatred of an unbe- 
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Heving world : well may they let go the civil 
sword which the world may at any time have 
put into their hands ; never may they forget 
that they have the Government of the King- 
dom of Heaven upon earth committed to their 
charge. 

Now^ of necessity^ all this brings upon us 
a great trying of our faith : because a New 
Sphere of Authority has been introduced 
amongst us. And this New Divinely-given 
Authority introduces a New Sphere and a New 
Limit of Obedience. 

The Son of God, by setting up a New King- 
dom in the world, and by committing the 
Government of that Kingdom to the Apostolic 
Line of Rulers, certainly places all His Disci- 
ples, " always, even to the end of the world,'* 
under the necessity of obedience to that New 
Authority. And yet our obedience to the 
earthly sovereign is also due ; because he also has 
the power of God to rule over us. For nothing 
is plainer than the precept, '^Honour the King;'* 
and, " Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no Power but of God. 
The Powers that be are ordained of God.** 
And again, it is written of civil rulers : " For 
they are God*s ministers,** &c. (Bom. xiii.) 

Hence, if at any time the authority of the 
temporal governor is exercised beyond its own 
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proper Bphere^ and comes into collision with the 
Authority of the Rulers of the Kingdom of 
Christ^ then we are at once placed in a state 
of trial and great difficulty. Then the truth is 
brought out, that we are in reality Members of 
two Kingdoms. Both Kingdoms indeed are of 
God. The Authority vested in their Rulerris, 
therefore, to be obeyed, in all ordinary cases, 
in both cases. 

But it is necessary to distinguish between 
the purposes for which the two Authorities are 
given. For God has indeed set both over us ; 
but not both for the same purpose. God has 
not given the same Powers to both alike. To 
one God has given the Sword, which He has 
not given to the other. To the other, God has 
given the Keys, which He has not given to the 
other. 

The Rulers of the Kingdom of Christ upon 
earth have no Power given them of God to 
use the civil sword; the Rulers of the king- 
doms of the world have no power given them 
of God to use the Spiritual Keys. In the 
days of the Heathen Emperor, we therefore 
read, in the Acts of the Apostles, that the 
members of the Kingdom of Heaven were 
obliged sometimes to refuse obedience to the 
earthly ruler, when that obedience would inter- 
fere with their obedience to the Laws of the 
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Kingdom of Heaven. For instance, it was an 
accusation made against the Apostles, that, 
'* These all do contrary to the Decrees of Caesar, 
saying, that there is another King, one Jesus." 

Archbishop Usher, then, has well said on 
this subject : ^' God hath established two dis- 
tinct Powers upon earth : the one of the Keys, 
committed to the Church; the other of the 
Sword, committed to the civil magistrate." 

And here we should consider that .it is no 
longer of any force whatever, to urge that we 
* read in the Old Testament that kings did many 
things which touched upon spiritual interests, 
and that, therefore, kings may do the same 
things now. 

The case has become very different, now that 
the Son of God has Himself come down from 
Heaven and has set up a New Order of things, 
and established a New Line of Authority for 
the Government of His Kingdom upon earth 
in all things properly pertaining thereto. 

In all strictly spiritual matters, the Apostolic 
Power of the Bishops of the Church of Christ 
is that which God has now appointed to be the 
Ruling Power. Nothing can alter this Divinely 
constituted Order of things. 

When controversies of faith, for instance, 
arise, the Church, in her corporate capacity, 
possesses the proper authority to decide them. 
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not the State. The earthly sovereign has 
no power given him from God to be a ruler in 
spiritual matters pertaining to the Kingdom of 
Christ. The earthly sovereign has no power 
from OoD to constitute a Court to judge and 
to decide in controversies belonging to the 
faith and spiritual discipline of the Church. 
For such an exercise of his authority would be 
to ignore and to set aside that Authority which 
the Son of God has now vested in the Bishops 
of His Church. 

For the Advent of God in the flesh has in- 
troduced a new Order of things ; and the pre- 
sence of His Apostles amongst us has intro- 
duced a new line of Authority. A Kingdom is 
amongst us^ with its own Bulers^ claiming a 
Divine original. 

We may not, as Christians, ignore or forget 
this. We are living in that New Kingdom of 
Heaven upon earth, of which such loud notice 
was given at the Advent of God in the flesh, 
by the words, " The Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand.'' 

The Government of this kingdom has been 
appointed and given to the Apostles and their 
successors, " always, even to the end of the 
world.'' 

This is a New Line of Authority^ introduced 
amongst us by the Son of God Himself. So 



y Google 



The Independence of the Kingdom. 79 

that if the Secular Authority interferes with it^ 
we are not able in our conscience to yield to 
that interference. 

The Temporal Ruler is indeed the Supreme 
Authority over us under God, but only within 
his own proper sphere of action. His Autho- 
rity does not reach to that new sphere of Au- 
thority which the Son of God has now consti- 
tuted. He has no Power given him of God to 
be Ruler in things pertaining to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

If, therefore, the Temporal Governor should 
attempt to exercise Authority in spiritual mat- 
ters^ no faithful Bishop, no faithful Member of 
the Church, may yield obedience. 

For it is against the very fundamental prin- 
ciples of her inmost being, that the Church 
should accept judgments in spiritual matters 
from an authority external to herself. 

Surely it is a direct and a daring contradic- 
tion to the express will of the Son of God, it is 
in irreconcilable antagonism to the Divine 
Constitution of His Kingdom upon Earth, that 
any prince of this world should take upon him- 
self to decide spiritual questions belonging to 
the sphere of that New Kingdom of God In- 
carnate. 

Inasmuch, however, as the Church has no 
claim and no authority to use the civil sword ; 
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that is to say^ inasmuch as all coercive autho- 
rity is vested in the Temporal Rulers alone, it 
is plain, that, in all mixed questions, in which 
temporal as well as spiritual interests are in- 
volved, the two Authorities ought to act con- 
jointly. The Court to which the Final Appeal 
is made in such cases ought to be so constituted 
as to give proper scope for the decision of the 
spiritual part of the question by the Spiritual 
Authority of the Rulers of the Church ; because 
that is vested in them by the Divine Founder 
of the Church. Otherwise, no faithful Member 
of the Church can yield willing obedience to 
such decisions. 

For what the Son of God has made the 
Church, that it is, and must be. Man may 
not, cannot, alter it. 

All that is done by man contrary to the 
Divinely-given powers of the Church is simply 
null and void. 
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THE WORSHIP OF THE KINGDOM. 

For nothing relating to the present Kingdom 
of our Lord upon earth had the world been 
more universally and expressly prepared by 
means of the preceding dispensations^ than for 
its distinctive Act of Worship. For all along^ 
in accordance with the first promise given to 
fallen man^ the world had been taught to look 
for redemption through the Sacrifice of the 
Redeemer's own life. This was evidently shown 
forth in manifold types and prophecies all along^ 
and it was distinctly embodied in all those 
peculiar acts of worship which were offered at 
any time by means of Sacrifice. For in all the 
preparatory dispensations of the grace of Ood^ 
every chief act of worship was offered by means 
of Sacrifice. 

The simple primeval form of sacrifice con- 
tained the mighty germ and essential power of 
all acceptable worship. And this was expanded 
and regulated by express revelation of the Di- 
o 
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vine Will^ in manifold institutions and ordi- 
nances^ for the whole period of the Jewish 
dispensation. 

And the very essence of the sacrifice con- 
sisted in the bruising out of the life, whether it 
was of some animal, or of some fruit of the 
earth. 

This was the Divinely appointed Memorial 
before God of the one infinite and all-atoning 
Sacrifice which was to come, when the life of 
the Redeemer of the world was to be bruised 
out on the Cross. 

As soon as ever sin came into the world, 
then came in also this most peculiar worship 
by means of sacrifice. 

There was no Altar, no Sacrifice, in Paradise. 
But as soon as ever sin came, then an Altar 
was built, and a Sacrifice was offered. This 
continued to be the soul and centre of all ac- 
ceptable worship all along. This very peculiar 
form of worship, by means of sacrifice, so uni- 
versally prevailed from the very first, that all 
nations have retained it in some shape or 
other. 

The heart-meaning of this has been always 
one and the same, from the beginning to the 
end, whether understood by the worshipper 
or not. 

In every sacrifice, whether it was the blood. 
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which is the life, of some animal, or whether it 
was only some fruit of the earth with its life 
bruised or ground out, the heart-meaning was 
always the same, — it set forth in type and pro- 
phecy, in a holy Memorial before God and 
man, the one eternal Sacrifice of the Death 
of His well-beloved Son. All other acts of 
worship were inferior to this one; all other 
acts were contained in this one, and were ac- 
cepted through this one. 

Now, however the worship of God by fallen 
man may vary in its outward form, yet the 
real essential nature of it must ever be the 
same. For the wants of man and the nature 
of God are ever the same. 

At the coming of the Lord from Heaven, 
He Himself changed the outward form of this 
central act of worship for fallen man. He 
celebrated the Jewish Passover, the distinc- 
tive rite of the preceding dispensation, for the 
last time, the night before He sufiered the 
death of the Cross; and that being done. He 
began the New Bite of the final Dispensation 
of His Grace, He instituted the Sacrament of 
the Holy Eucharist, and commanded it to be 
celebrated perpetually, even till He come in 
His glory. This is therefore of necessity the 
one distinctive rite of worship for His present 
Kingdom on earth. 
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And the heart-meaning of this our one only 
Diyinely-instituted act of worship is still the 
same as that of all preceding ages^ — it is the 
holy Memorial before Gon and man of the one 
only Atooing Sacrifice of His Son. 

We "do this/^ or we "offer this," in its 
highest intention, as a perpetual Memorial of 
the Sacrifice of the Death of His Son^ before 
God the Father. We still do in reality the 
very same thing which all the believers of old 
ever did^ only they did it by means of slain 
animals, we do it by means of the fruits of the 
earth; we set forth before the Father, in a 
Divinely-appointed manner, the Sacrifice of His 
well-beloved Son, Without this one All-aton- 
ing Sacrifice no sinful child of Adam can ever 
offer any acceptable worship. All our other 
worship is therefore contained in this act; this 
is the sum and substance of all worship ; this 
is the very living soul and the mighty centre 
of all our worship ; the one very act of worship 
instituted and commanded by the Son of God 
Himself for His whole present Kingdom upon 
earth. 

And now here let us call to mind what our 
Lord Himself is ever doing as our Great High 
Priest in Heaven itself. He is now ever ful- 
filling that very type and figure of His present 
ministrations which He Himself had instituted 
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for the annual Day of Atonement during the 
-whole of the Jewish dispensation. 

Jle is our true Aaron, ascended and gone in 
within the veil, carrying in with Him, not the 
blood of slain animals, but His own Blood, 
(Heb. ix. 12,) with which He is sprinkling the 
true Mercy-seat in Heaven itself, by which He 
is ever pleading on our behalf before the Fa- 
ther, thus obtaining for us all the gifts of 
salvation. In other words. He is standing in 
the midst of the Throne, as the Lamb of 
Sacrifice, even as it had been slain in the outer 
court of this world, showing the very wounds 
of the Sacrifice, pleading the merits of His 
Cross and Passion before the Presence of the 
Father. 

So His Sacrifice is completed and accepted 
before the Father within the veil. So we re- 
ceive pardon, and peace, and every needful gift 
of grace in every time of need. 

Now that Ministration which our Great 
High Priest is thus ever discharging in His 
own Person before the true Mercy-seat in 
Heaven itself. He has enabled and commanded 
His Church to do also upon earth, in our mea- 
sure and degree, by the continual offering of 
the Holy Eucharist. This is the one mighty 
act of worship which He Himself has put into 
our hands, by means of which we below plead 
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His all-atoning Sacrifice before the Father, in a 
way in which we cannot do by any other means. 

For the Son of God left the care and cele- 
bration of the Holy Eucharist upon earth in 
the hands of His Apostles and their successors, 
" alway, even to the end of the world/' giving 
them the promise of His perpetual Presence in 
the discharge of their sacred duties. When 
they therefore consecrate the Eucharist, He is 
with them ; it is in reality His action, they are 
only His ministers. He makes good His own 
word and institution at every Celebration which 
we make below. He is the true Priest of the 
Church on earth as well as in Heaven itself. 

At every celebration of the Divine Service, 
our worship below is thus made one with the 
never-ceasing ministrations of our Great High 
Priest above. He Himself lifts that Memorial 
of the one perpetual all-atoning Sacrifice before 
the Father, which at His command we make 
below. 

And here we must also call to mind another 
essential part of this our central act of wor- 
ship, which was foreshown, by Divine appoint- 
ment, in many typical sacrifices of the preced- 
ing dispensations. 

The world had been prepared for the dis- 
tinctive Bite of the New Kingdom of God, in 
this other part of its essential nature, by means 
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of that Feast upon the Sacrifice to which it had 
been accustomed for so many ages. For not 
only were they taught to offer sacrifice to God, 
but they were also taught to partake of the 
sacrifice themselves. 

In that very distinctive and intensely typical 
rite of the preceding dispensation^ the Pass- 
over, we observe the express command, that in 
it every Israelite was not only to offer sacrifice, 
but also to eat of the sacrifice. The lamb was 
not only to be slain and offered in sacrifice to 
God, but it was to be partaken of by every 
Israelite, under pain of exclusion from the con- 
gregation of the Lord. 

So therefore when the Lord Himself puts 
into the place of that former rite, the new rite 
for the whole of the Christian dispensation, 
we perceive at once its two essential parts, cor- 
responding to those two of its typical fore- 
runner. We not only present the Sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God before the Father, but we 
also partake of tjie Sacrifice. As it is espe- 
cially said by the Apostle : " The Bread which 
we break, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Christ? The Cup of Blessing which 
we bless, is it not the Communion of the Blood 
of Christ?'' words which rest upon the Divine 
words, ''Take, eat, this is My Body. Drink 
ye all of this, this is My Blood.'' 
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"We," Christians, then, as it is written, 
" have an Altar, from off which we eat*' of the 
very Sacrifice, the very sin-offering. (Heb. 
xiii. 10.) 

It is plain therefore that all the realities 
which the ancient institutions and the typical 
ordinances of Divine worship signified and fore- 
shadowed, we now possess in fulness of grace 
and truth. We have the very substance^ and 
no longer the mere shadow. We have the 
very Antitype. All now is full of Spirit ueid 
of Life. This is now the ministration of the 
Spirit, the dispensation of the Holy Ghost, 
the glory of which infinitely excelleth that of 
all former dispensations. (2 Cor. iii. 11.) 

Now our central act of worship, instituted 
for us by the Son of God Himself, possesses all 
that was signified and foreshadowed in those 
of the former generations. 

In few words, we possess, in the Divinely- 
given rite of worship for the present Kingdom 
of our Lord, the most perfect act of worship 
which fallen man has ever had. It is, of abso- 
lute necessity, in its essential nature, that 
which meets our deepest wants. In it we offer 
unto God all that fallen man can offer; and 
in it God gives unto us all that fallen man 
requires. 

It is the very act of worship appointed for 
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us by the Son of God Himself, simple and 
ordinary indeed in its outward appearance^ 
even as He Himself was ; but yet full of the 
very deepest significance, and of the most un- 
speakable blessings for all who use it in true 
repentance and faith. 

It is the very means made and put into our 
hands by the Lord Himself, by which we 
plead the one only atoning Sacrifice of His 
Death before the Father; and at the same 
time it is the very means by which God feeds 
us with the Bread of Life^ even with the Liv- 
ing Breads the very Living Body and Blood of 
Christ, which is the only Food and Sustenance 
of our eternal life in Him, " without which/' 
He expressly declares, " we have no life in us/' 

Here we plead the one Sacrifice of Atonement 
in the peculiar way commanded us by the Son 
of God Himself. Here we receive the very 
Food of Immortality. 

And let us here also consider that this Holy 
Sacrament of the Gospel is the very bond of 
Unity, both visible and invisible, for the whole 
of the Lord's Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. 

The Lord has built New Jerusalem in per- 
fect unity, and here is the very central and 
uniting link, uniting us all continually to Him- 
self, and in Him to one another^ in a new 
Unity, even in the unity of the Body of Christ, 
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whicli is a new Divine organization. So that 
he who is without the Altar of the Eucharist^ 
is without the Church. 

"For we, being many, are one Bread and 
one Body ; for we are all partakers of that one 
Bread." (1 Cor. x. 17.) 

Nothing can break this Divine law of unity. 
And as the King of the Kingdom of Heaven 
committed the care of His Table upon earth to 
those to whom He committed the ruling power 
of the Kingdom, it is plain that that Eucharist 
is to be reckoned as one, which is ministered by 
those who have succeeded the Apostles in their 
office as rulers of the Kingdom, who alone also 
have power to minister as Priests "in His Name,'' 
to whom alone the Lord has said, "Do this.^^ 

No Eucharist has any promise and certainty 
of validity or of acceptance, but only that which 
is offered according to the appointment of our 
Lord. He has given no sure promise of His 
Presence to any assembly of His disciples which 
is not gathered together " in His Name/' that 
is, " with His authority.'* 

Lastly, let us consider that by virtue of our 
incorporation into the Body of God Incarnate, 
we are already living in a sphere of life and 
being far nearer to God than that in which 
any of the Saints of any former dispensation 
ever did or could live. 
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Now we have the highest fulfilment of the 
promise, " I will walk in them/^ For by the 
Divine gifts communicated to us in the H0I7 
Eucharist, we are now made one with Christy 
and He one with us. The highest and most 
ancient and most universal aspirations of fallen 
man are here realized. We have now granted 
to us actual union with God through His In- 
carnate Son. Now Christ dwells in us, our 
very eternal Life, ever more and more fully, as 
we correspond to His grace, through the con- 
tinual communication of His living and life- 
giving Body and Blood. 

The Incarnate Son of God not only has 
given Himself "for us,'' but He also gives 
Himself "to us.'' So that we say with the 
holy Apostle, " We are built together in Christ, 
for an habitation of God, through the Spirit." 
(Eph. ii. 22.) And, "Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God." (Gal. ii. 
20.) For it is His own word, " He that eateth 
My Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, dwelleth in 
Me, and I in him." (S. John vi. 56.) 

The whole manner of life therefore of every 
member of the Body of Christ should be con- 
formed to the life of our Divine Head, ever 
more and more. It should be a supernatural 
life, far above all the goodness of the life of 
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the elder Saints. We have now, not only to 
keep the commandments of God, but we have 
to imitate the life of the Son of God Incar- 
nate. We have to be growing up into His 
image in all things; to walk even as He 
walked ; to have the same mind which was in 
Him ; to purify ourselves even as He is pure. 

The indwelling Presence of the Incarnate 
Word is sufficient to work out all this in us, if 
we do truly yield our own selves to be trans- 
formed by it, if we do indeed surrender our 
own will to work together with God in the 
progressive sanctification of our whole being. 

This if we do, then is eternal lif^ indeed 
abiding in us, unto its full development in that 
day when He shall be revealed in His glory. 
Then is our eternal bliss already begun. 
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. CHAPTER XII. 

THE aBOWTH AND GRADUAL ORGANIZATION 
OF THE KINGDOM. 

In Daniel's great Prophecy conceming the 
•Kingdom which the God of Heaven would set 
np in the days of the fourth Monarchy of the 
world, the Kingdom is likened, in its begin- 
ning, to '^ a Stone, cut out without hands ;'' and, 
then, the Growth of the Kingdom is described 
in these words, "The Stone that smote the 
Image became a great Mountain and filled the 
whole earth.'* 

The fulfilment of this Prophecy is the very 
grandest and chiefest of all the events of this 
world's history. All other events sink into utter 
insignificance, by the side of this. Here is the 
very greatest of all God's works, so far as con- 
cerns us. Here is the beginning of an ever- 
lasting Kingdom ; even the New Kingdom of 
the Incarnate Son of God ; in which the Power 
and the Glory of God have their supreme ex- 
ercises. 
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The four great empires of the world are 
gone, and the Kingdom of the Lord Christ, 
constituted without force of human power, set 
up in the midst of the world '' without obser- 
vation/^ now fills the earth. " The Mountain 
of the Lord's House is now established in the 
top of the mountains, and all nations flow unto 
if (Isa. ii. 2, and Micah iv. 1.) 

The Apostles of the Son of God went forth 
into all nations, and they began everywhere a 
New Order of things. Although but weak and 
despised instruments in the eyes of the world, 
they laid the Foundation of the Kingdom of 
Heaven upon earth. Everywhere, throughout 
the Roman Empire, they set up by one Bap- 
tism a multitude of little societies^ all of one 
faith and one discipline; all of them visibly 
marked off from the world ; every one of them 
acknowledging an Authority independent within 
its own sphere of the Civil Ruler ; all of them 
doing what the Apostles commanded^ even if 
contrary to the Decrees of Caesar. 

Every one of these little societies was bound 
to every other by the strongest bonds of Bro- 
therhood; and the Rulers of them were all 
united, one to another, by One Baptism into 
One Body, over all the earth. 

And to this day, this New Kingdom^ begun 
by the Apostles, is with us ; and it now extends 
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over all the earth. This is the fulfilment of 
the vision of *' a Stone, cut out without hands, 
smiting the Idols of the world, and becoming a 
Great Mountain." 

The Divine Founder of this Kingdom Him- 
self also expressly foretold its wonderful Growth, 
and its future Development in the midst of 
the nations of the world, in His Parable of the 
Seed of the Mustard Tree, (S. Matt. xiii. 31,) 
which although so very little in its beginning, 
yet, by the expansion of the vital forces with 
which its Creator has endowed it, becomes, by 
gradual growth, a great Tree. Consider the 
fulfilment of the Parable. 

He Himself created and sowed the little 
Seed, and He Himself gave it the wonderful 
Power of Life and of unlimited growth ; and 
then He left it in the world, to take root, and 
to grow, and to expand, till it should fill the 
whole earth with its Branches. He Himself 
made and planted the Living Germ ; and then 
He left it to attain its maturity, by the con- 
tinual development of its vital Power ; which 
Living Power was His own indwelling Presence 
by the Holy Ghost Who is the one only 
" Giver of Life.'' For the Son of God, mani- 
fest in the4esh, at first chose twelve disciples, 
to be more specially with Himself; that He 
might teach and train them for their future 
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work, as wise master-builders of His Churchy 
the Founders of His Kingdom upon earth. 

And then, as the Lord was with Moses in 
the mount for forty days, giving him all neces- 
sary instruction and commandment for the 
constitution of the Jewish economy : so again 
is He with the Apostles^ for the forty days after 
His Resurrection, giving them His final in- 
structions and commandments concerning the 
Constitution of that Kingdom of/ Heaven^ which 
they were then about to set up on earth. (Acts 
i. 3.) 

What the Apostles therefore proceeded to do, 
after the Coming of the Holy Ghost, was the 
very fruit of these Instructions given them by 
the Divine Founder of the Kingdom. The 
Instructions themselves are not written; but 
we see them carried out in the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

The mould or framework into which the 
Apostles of the Son of God then cast the In- 
fant Church, was thus Divinely given them, 
just as truly as the Pattern of the Jewish Ta- 
bernacle was given to Moses. 

And the Original Constitution which the 
Apostles gave to the New Kingdom of God 
upon earth, being thus of Divine 'Authority, 
and being carried out, under the expressly pro- 
mised guidance of the Holt Ghost, (S. John 



y Google 



of the Kingdom. 97 

xiv. 26,) what disciple would ever attempt to 
alter it? 

But yet even bo, much would remain for 
farther growth and development of organiza- 
tion, after the Apostles were all gone. All 
that was of vital force and essential consequence 
was indeed ordered at first ; and this original 
form and essential constitution was unalterable 
by man ; but many necessary expansions would 
follow in due time. The Living Seed, Divinely 
organized and quickened, would grow con« 
tinually, until it became a mighty Tree, and 
all nations of the earth were filled with the 
Branches of it. This future growth, however, 
could be nothing but the expansion of the 
original Germ. The first Divine Constitution 
must remain in it, in all essential principles. 
As the full grown oak tree is only the expan- 
sion of the vital forces of the acorn; so the 
Church of future ages could only be the expan- 
sion and growth of the Church which at first 
was planted in the world by the Apostles of 
the Son of God. The Tree which is the greatest 
among herbs is only the development of the 
grain of mustard seed which is the least of all 



The present Church upon earth can be no- 
thing but the expansion and growth of the first 
company of believers which was formed by 
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S. Peter's Ministry on the Day of Pentecost. 
To this day the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth 
is the same Kingdom which was committed to 
the Apostles by the Son of God. It is '^ the 
stone cut out Without hands/' smiting the idols 
of the world, '^breaking them in pieces/' and 
scattering them ''like chaff/' and filling the 
whole world. The succession of Rulers of the 
Kingdom^ begun from the Apostles of the Son 
of GoD^ has lasted from then to now. 

No fresh line of Authority could be intro- 
duced after that which was begun by the Son 
of God Himself. The Bishops who have suc- 
ceeded the Apostles alone inherit the Promise 
of the Ascension Day. They are now sitting 
on the Apostles' Thrones, ruling the New King- 
dom of the Regeneration with their Apostolic 
Authority. 

The Prophecies of the indefinite extension 
and of the unlimited duration of this Kingdom 
are still being continually fulfilled. 

The Lord God Incarnate Himself preached 
that His New Kingdom of Heaven was at 
hand. And soon it came, with Power. The 
little Seed soon began to grow into a great 
Tree, containing in itself still the original 
vital forces given it by Him Who made and 
planted it. 

No one but the Son of God, our New Creator, 
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could make and sow the Living Seed of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and give it the power of 
Growth. No one but He Who built all things, 
could take up a little Stone from the shores of 
the Lake of Galilee, and, as soon as He saw it, 
say the creative words, '* Thou art Cephas/^ (S. 
John i. 42.) 

No one but He Who had all Power given 
Him both in Heaven and in earth could say, 
''On this Rock will I build My Church/' 
None but the Son of Goo could appoint unto 
the Apostles an immovable Kingdom which 
should fill the whole earth. 

It becomes therefore a matter of the utmost 
possible interest and of the most overwhelming 
importance, to examine with the most profound 
and careful reverence, both the original Con- 
stitution as well as the growth and gradual 
organization of this kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth. 

This is especially necessary in our days, in- 
asmuch as son\e parts of the Kingdom have 
fallen into a condition of painful controversy 
and of great confusion. For this has happened, 
no doubt, through forgetfulness of some parts 
of its original Constitution. The growth has 
in our days become distorted and irregular and 
much hindered, through some sad neglect of 
some of the essential laws of the Kingdom. 
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It has even become^ in our days, a very 
cotnmon belief, that the external Form and 
Constitution of the Kingdom of Christ upon 
earth has not been at all appointed by His 
Authority; and that therefore any and every 
one who professes to believe in Him is at 
liberty to endeavour to edify the Church in any 
way and by any mean^ which may seem best 
to his private judgment. 

So of course the Building becomes disfigured 
and ill-proportioned, and one part is at variance 
with another^ in all manner of irregularities. 

But we must remember that the same wis- 
dom which created the kernel of a seed, created 
also its external shell or sheath. It is not for 
us to try to preserve the kernel without the 
shell. The living kernel cannot rightly expand 
itself and properly grow and attain its intended 
well-proportioned maturity without the due cor- 
responding growth of its Divinely-given external 
sheath. The same God Who made one made 
the other. It is not for us to try and make a 
better shell than that is made. 

We ought therefore in all cases of perplexity 
to revert to the foundation principles of the 
organization of the Kingdom ; that we may be 
able to see in what points the proper growth 
of the Kingdom is hindered and disfigured^ and 
in what respects we have departed from the 
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lines of the Original Mould constructed by the 
Apostles of the Son of God. 

But in tracing out the growth and gradual 
organization of the Kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth from the beginning, we must bear in mind, 
that as in the natural creation, the essential Ele- 
ments, whose growth and development produce 
the mature plant or animal, exist at first only 
in very simple lines and forms ; so, in the New 
Creation of the Mystical Body of Christ, the 
outlines of its external constitution exist at the 
beginning only in simple rudiments. These, 
however, we can distinguish, if we examine the 
matter with careful reverence. 

Let us then re-consider a moment the very 
origin of the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. 

On the Ascension of the Incarnate Son of 
God into Heaven, the ancient Prophecy of 
Isaiah was fulfilled, and the government of an 
everlasting Kingdom was placed upon His 
shoulder. All Power was then given Him of 
the Father, io as He had never possessed it 
before He was in Heaven as Man. And this 
New Power of a New Kingdom was to be ex- 
ercised not only in Heaven but on earth as 
well. For now that the Lord Incarnate had 
ascended and was glorified. He was able to 
" fill all things.'' (Eph. iv. 10.) 

That part of His New Kingdom which was 
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on earth, in which our Lord would not be Him- 
self visible, He appointed unto His Apostles, 
He made them to be the Rulers of His King- 
dom on earth. The King of the Kingdom gave 
Authority, out of His own Authority, to His 
Apostles, to organize and to rule over His 
Kingdom upon earth in His Name. 

For it is of necessity, that every Kingdom 
should have some regular organization and 
some duly authorized Rulers. 

The Kingdom of Heaven upon earth received 
therefore a visible Constitution at the hands of 
the Apostles. It became an organized and 
well known New Brotherhood, which every 
Believer was bound to love. (1 S. Pet. ii. 17.) 
It became a Kingdom, whose Rulers all its 
other members were bound to obey, according 
to the plain precept written in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, xiii. 17 ; although, of course, this 
obedience to their Spiritual Ruler was required 
of them, only within its own proper spiritual 
sphere. 

For, of necessity, the Baptismal Commission 
was the foundation or setting up of a Kingdom 
upon earth. The Kingdom was a real King- 
dom. There is no figure of speech in saying 
this. Its existence had been foretold ; and its 
necessity was absolute, for the restoration and 
re-creation of man. The Son of God came 



y Google 



of the Kingdom. 103 

down from Heaven, on purpose to set it up ; 
that He might unite us all to Himself in one 
world-wide Brotherhood^ in one New Kingdom. 

Such as this^ then^ was the Divine Original ; 
such as this, the Beginning of the government 
of the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth. 

And all future government of the Kingdom 
is and can be nothing else than the continua- 
tion and the development of this original com- 
mission, which was given by the King of the 
Kingdom Himself. For the Promise of His 
Ascension Day remains to this day always the 
same, and must do so^ always, even to the end 
of the world. This Promise it is which guaran- 
tees but also limits the Ruling Power of the 
Kingdom in all ages. 

This constitution of the New Kingdom of 
God introduces a new sphere of Authority into 
the world, but confines that Authority to a 
new line of succession, and imposes on it cer- 
tain conditions of exercise. 

For, next, we must most carefully mark, that^ 
although the Twelve Apostles were^ in some 
true sense, equal amongst themselves ; yet it 
was to them collectively ^ not singly ^ that our 
Lord appointed the Ruling of His Kingdom 
upon earth. The Promises are such as these : 
"Where two or three are gathered together, 
there am I ;'' " I am with you, always ;" " Ye 
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shall sit on twelve thrones ;'' '* I appoint unto 
yon a Kingdom/^ These are not given to one 
singly, but to all collectively. 

The form of government was therefore not 
to be that of an absolute monarchy. Each one 
of the Twelve had a share in the Ruling Power. 
And then in the very first exercise of the Apos- 
tolic Power^ related in Acts yi.^ we should mark 
the manner in which the Apostles used it. The 
Twelve called all the disciples together. That 
first new step in the organization of the Church 
was not takeU; we see, without consulting the 
ordinary members. It was the joint action of 
the whole body. 

The Twelve exercised indeed their Ruling 
Authority, but not apart from the concurrence 
of all. 

We must most carefully therefore consider 
that the Apostles themselves were not so em- 
powered as to be Twelve independent Rulers. 
They only indeed were to be the Rulers, but 
yet not one apart from the rest; but in the 
Unity of one Body. 

For He Who built Jerusalem of old " as a 
City that is at Unity in itself,^' would much 
more build the New Jerusalem in bonds of 
perfect and absolute Unity. 

The Twelve foundation stones of the New 
Jerusalem were laid by Him, not at random. 
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but in order ; not in independence one of ano- 
ther^ but all bound together^ in the Unity of 
one Body. 

For now let us mark the next foundation 
principle in the original form of the constitu- 
tion of our Lord's Kingdom upon earth. Let 
us mark the plain fact, that in the four lists of 
the Apostles which the Holy Ghost has given 
us^ (showing us by this very fourfold care the 
great importance of this circumstance^) although 
the order of all their names is not quite the 
same in all of them^ yet the name of S. Peter 
is placed first in all of them alike. And in the 
list which is given by S. Matthew^ (whose Gos- 
pel is emphatically the Gospel of the Kingdom 
of Heaven^) we mark that this Apostle is ex- 
pressly called "The Krst.'^ The word is not, 
as it is in 1 Cor. xii. 28, '^ firstly -" but it is, 
" the first.'' 

He is given to be the First Apostle. Some 
kind of Primacy therefore belonged to him, 
by Divine arrangement. There were Twelve 
Foundations of the New Jerusalem, but he was 
the First. 

Let us therefore now consider whether there 
are any peculiarities or prerogatives connected 
with the Call and Appointment of this, the 
First Apostle. 

When Andrew first brought his brother 
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Simon to our Lord, as Boon as our Lord saw 
bim^ foreknowing his special honour. He at 
once changed his Name, or rather. He gave 
him a New Name. He said, '' Thou art Simon, 
the son of Jona ; thou shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpretation Peter/' (S. John 
i. 42, S. Mark iii. 16.) 

At this very first interview, therefore, we see 
that our Lord began to reveal to S. Peter his 
special position amongst the Disciples. 

For we should here call to mind how often 
it had been the good pleasure of God either to 
alter a person's Name, or to give him a New 
Name, when He would confer upon him some 
special blessing, or make some special covenant 
with him. We should consider such eminent 
examples as those of Abram, Sarai, Jacob, &c., 
and we may also well remember that God gives 
a New Name to ourselves, when we are received 
at our Baptism into the New Covenant of His 
Grace and enter the New Creation. And we 
all know that when the Son of God Himself 
was made Man, He took a New Name. 

And now the Creator of all things. Himself 
manifest in the flesh, was about to begin His 
New Work. He was searching for materials 
with which to build His Church, which is 
His New Creation, the New • Jerusalem, the 
Holy City of the Living God, the New Mo- 
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ther of us all^ the Kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth. 

S09 therefore, the Lord God Incarnate, as 
soon as ever He meets with His First Work- 
man, gives him a New Name ; Cephas, which 
is the same as Peter or Rock. 

He now again uses His ancient custom, and 
gives a New Name to Simon, denoting before- 
hand his peculiar blessing. For now, as of 
old, so still ; the Lord makes the New Name 
to signify the special Gift which He intends to 
bestow. For God never gives an unmeaning 
Name. The New Name is always so made 
or given that it may itself correspond to 
some New Gift bestowed upon the person so 
named. 

So therefore " Cephas/* the word which our 
Lord used, instead of the Greek word '^ Peter,** 
(for He was speaking in the language of these 
fishermen,) is given to this Disciple, in order 
that his New Name may itself correspond to 
the special Office which he would hold, when 
the Son of God Incarnate, our New Creator, 
would employ him as His First Instrument in 
building His Church. 

On a subsequent occasion our Lord openly 
declared and revealed this peculiar position and 
honour, corresponding to this his New Divinely- 
given Name ; saying to him, '^ Thou art Peter, 
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and on this Rock I will build My Church.'' 
(S. Matt. xvi. 18.) 

These words, taken with the context, can 
scarcely be understood to mean less than this : 
"Blessed art thou, Simon, son of Jona, to 
whom My Father which is in Heaven hath 
revealed that I Who now stand before thee, 
clothed in mortal flesh, even I, am the Christ, 
the Son of the Living 600. And now also I 
reveal and say unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and that upon this Rock 1 will build My 
Church.'' 

Or, '' Thou hast declared, I am the Christ ; 
and now I declare, thou art Peter, the Rock on 
which I will build My Church." 

Some indeed contend that by " this Rock" 
our Lord meant Himself; because, without all 
shadow of doubt. He Himself is The Rock, in 
a sense in which no other person can be. He 
is God Incarnate ; on Whom, in the chiefest 
sense of all, the whole Church is built and in 
Whom it consists. 

Yet, in a subordinate sense, the Church is 
certainly said to be built upon the foundation 
of the Twelve Apostles, although ^^ Jesus 
Christ Himself is the chief Comer Stone." 
(Eph. ii. 20, Rev. xxi. 14.) So, therefore, in 
that subordinate sense, it seems to be certainly 
true that it is built upon S. Peter, in some sin- 
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gular manner^ according to this express pro- 
mise of the Divine Founder of the Church 
Himself. 

For if in this Promise, which was expressly 
given to S. Peter alone^ in the presence and 
hearing of all the other disciples, '^ this Rock'' 
is interpreted to mean our Lord Himself^ the 
whole sentence, so solemnly addressed to S. 
Peter, seems to be deprived of all its special 
propriety and force. 

It would seem to leave S. Peter without 
any special Gift, such as all the former part of 
the address would surely have led him to ex- 
pect. 

The words ''And I say also unto thee," 
must surely seem to carry this force : '' As thou 
hast confessed that I am the Christ, so now 
also I declare to thee that thou art Peter, the 
Bock on which I will build My Church/' 

These words of our Lord surely seem to 
intend to confer some great and special honour 
upon His Apostle Peter^ or they lose all their 
propriety. There is nothing derogatory to our 
Lord's Office in this gift to S. Peter, we may 
be sure. We need not be afraid of our Lord's 
appointments. In so many particulars He is 
pleased to communicate to us a share in His 
own prerogatives; as He does, in His very Life. 
He gives to His Apostles a share in His own 
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Divine Mission^ in His own Priesthood, and in 
His own Sovereign Power. He even bestows 
upon all His disciples, in a subordinate sense, 
a share in His own Kingship and in His own 
Priesthood, making us all, in some true sense, 
" Kings and Priests unto God/' (Rev. i. 6.) 

So then, laying first this chosen Stone on 
Himself, the Divine Bock, He gives him to be 
in some true sense, the Rock on which the 
Church is built. 

In some true and real sense, then, although 
a subordinate sense, it seems that the Divine 
Founder of the Church built it upon S. Peter. 
His promise to S. Peter can hardly mean less 
than this, in whatever sense we may understand 
the subsequent fulfilment of the promise. 

For, let us also further consider, that it could 
not be without some intention, that the Divine 
Founder of the Church spoke these words to 
S. Peter alone, in the presence and hearing of 
the others. Some words He spoke to the 
whole body of the Apostles collectively, but 
these words were spoken to S. Peter alone, 
and yet in the hearing of the others. Our 
Lord, therefore, plainly assigned to S. Peter 
something which He did not assign to the 
others. The others must have understood it to 
be so. 

All the Apostles indeed laid foundations, but 
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S. Peter laid the first. We need not be afraid 
of our LoRD^s own words, when He said that 
He intended to build His Church upon S. Peter, 
although of course the whole Church, in the 
highest sense of all, rests upon One Foun- 
dation, even the Son of God Incarnate Him- 
self. 

The Acts of the holy Apostles clearly show 
the fulfilment of this our Lord's intention with 
respect to S. Peter. (See Appendix IV.) 

But now, again, let us not fail to mark 
carefully that these were not the only words 
then spoken to S. Peter. Our Lord added 
other words, words which even without the 
former ones, did most undoubtedly assign to 
S. Peter a singular power and prerogative. 

Even if we reverently set aside the former 
words as doubtful in their meaning, as sOme 
have done, yet these other words surely can 
have no such uncertain meaning. 

For our Lord added these words, ^'I will 
give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in Heaven : and whatso- 
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 
in Heaven.'^ 

Now as this promise was given only to S. 
Peter, and that in the hearing of the other dis- 
ciples, they would of necessity understand that 
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this power and authority, given by the Lord 
to S. Peter, was given to him singly and alone, 
80 as it was not given to them singly and alone. 
The keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, (in what- 
ever sense we take that expression,) being there- 
fore thus put into the hands of S. Peter alone, 
by the Son of God Himself, most plainly in- 
vested him with some singular position and 
authority in the Lord^s Kingdom upon earth. 
He alone was made the Door-Keeper. The 
King of the Kingdom Himself committed the 
keys of His Kingdom upon earth into the 
hands of S. Peter alone. This special gift, not 
given to the other Apostles singly, most cer- 
tainly constituted S. Peter, in some true and 
real sense, a uniting link for the whole Body of 
the Apostles. Although afterwards the power 
of binding and loosing was conferred alike on 
all the Twelve, yet that surely could not frus- 
trate or destroy these former words spoken to 
S. Peter alone. 

We must not trifle with the words of the 
New Creator of the Holy City of God. We 
must not try to explain them away because of 
our national prejudice, nor because of any im- 
proper use which may have been made of them 
through the weakness or the sin of man. 

One Key-bearer is most certainly constituted 
in the presence of all^ for His Kingdom, by the 
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King Himself^ and no man could presume to 
alter this. For to no other Apostle, individually 
and apart from the rest, did the Lord commit 
the Keys of the Kingdom, but to S. Peter only. 

Here, therefore, must we not perceive a 
Divinely ordained part of the Original Mould 
in which the Church was built ? A door-keeper 
is appointed. A primacy is constituted. One 
Apostle is given to be " the First.'' A Head 
is thus appointed to the Twelve Rulers of the 
Church in the hearing of them all. Although 
they all had the same and equal power and 
authority to loose and to bind, to organize and 
to rule, yet they were all limited in the exer- 
cise of the authority, by being all united in 
one sacred Fellowship with their Primate. 
They could not rightly bind and loose -apart 
from him to whom singly the Lord God Him- 
self had said, " I will give unto thee the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven.'' Thus the Di- 
vinely-given Apostolic Authority was to be ex- 
ercised in union with that Body of which S. 
Peter was the Primate. All must be done in 
union with him whom the Lord Himself had 
made "the First." 

But then, we must mark ; neither, on the 
other hand, was S. Peter constituted a Supreme 
Buler^ as a Sole Governor, or as an absolute 
Monarch. For the Kingdom was expressly 
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appointed " unto the Twelve'' collectively, not 
unto S. Peter by himself singly. He was never 
to forget that he was " one of the Twelve." 

Although he was the First of the Twelve, 
yet he was not empowered to rule apart from 
the Twelve, but with them. We may say, cer- 
tainly, the head of the body rules the body, 
but yet not without the body, not apart from 
the body, but with the body and in the body. 

The final promise given in the Power of the 
Ascension, '^ Lo, I am with you always," is not 
given to S. Peter alone; it is not given to any 
one of the Apostles individually, but it is given 
to them, in one Body, collectively. 

Thus the original Form of Government given 
to the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth, as it 
existed in its elementary state at first, was not 
that of an absolute Monarchy, but much rather 
one of a ^' constitutional" nature, being com- 
mitted to the whole Apostolic Body. The 
Primate had not power given him to act by 
himself without the rest of the Apostles, al- 
though they could not. act as one corporate 
Body without him as their Head. 

But let us now also carefully mark another 
passage of Holy Scripture concerning S. Peter. 

Our Lord drawing near to His Cross and 
Passion, said to S. Peter, before the others, 
'^ Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to 
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have youi [that is^ yoa all J that he may sift you 
as wheat j but I have prayed for thee^ that thy 
faith fail not; and when thou art converted^ 
strengthen thy brethren/' (S. Luke xxii. 81.) 
Here our Lobd^ with all the Apostles around 
Him, to whom He had just appointed the 
Government of His Kingdom upon earthy singles 
out S. Peter again from the rest, and speaks to 
him alone, and declares that, through His own 
intercession, this one Apostle should strengthen 
all his brethren. 

There are a great many other remarkable 
occasions related in the Holy Gospels on which 
our Lord brought S. Peter into special pro- 
minence. We may easily pass by all of these 
occasions, if we will ; but a diligent and reve- 
rent reader of the inspired history will observe 
them all, and he will not fail to perceive 
the Divinely-intended significance of them 
all. To take only one single instance out 
of a multitude : if we consider all the signi- 
ficant particulars of our Lord's teaching out 
of Simon's boat (S. Luke v.) when there fol- 
lowed that most miraculous fishing, so very 
typical of the great work of the Church, in 
which S. Peter cast the net, and the fishes 
were brought into hi)^ net ; how evident is our 
Lord's intention concerning him. For then 
he left all, to become the Fisher of men. 
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And then, in the Acts of the Apostles, how 
plainly and openly did S. Peter act as " the 
First;" how very often was he the Mouthpiece 
of the Apostolic Body. 

In fact the instances are almost innumerable 
in which S. Peter occupies the foremost posi- 
tion among the Twelve, and in which our at- 
tention is fixed specially on him. 

How continually do we meet with the ex- 
pression, " Peter, with the rest of the Apos- 
tles," just as on the day of Pentecost, "Peter, 
standing up with the eleven." 

And in how many instances do we find S. 
Peter singled out from the other Apostles. 
For instance, S. Paul writing to the Corin- 
thians, " Have we not power, as well as the 
rest of the Apostles, and the Brethren of the 
Lord, and Cephas ?" Why this special mention 
of Cephas, if he were only as one of the twelve ? 

Thus, therefore, we cannot but perceive that 
our Lord, when He began to fulfil His own 
words, " I will build My Church," singled out 
S. Peter from the other Apostles and in several 
ways made him a Bock, and laid him next 
upon Himself, Who, as the Incarnate Son of 
the Living God, is alone the Divine Rock, from 
Whom all power is derived. Who alone, as the 
One chief Corner Stone, sustains and vivifies 
and unites the whole Building. 
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For we observe most distinctly, that although 
the rest of the Apostles received many Gifts, 
yet they received theirs collectively ; they re- 
ceived no gifts singly and apart from the rest ; 
they received no gifts apart from S. Peter. But 
S. Peter received some gifts alone. The Son of 
OoD conferred them upon him singly, although 
the others were present. 

All gifts came from the Person of the Lord 
God Incarnate. All are sustained by Him. 
All are ordered and appointed by Him. All 
consist in Him. 

But He is pleased to place S. Peter as the 
First Foundation Stone of the Church next 
upon Himself. 

Nor scarcely can we fail to perceive some- 
thing which corresponds to this original part 
of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon earth, in that Vision of the New Jeru- 
salem which the Beloved Apostle beheld. For 
when, on the great and high mountain, he saw 
the Holy City, the New Kingdom of God, 
coming down out of Heaven, to be built upon 
earth on its Twelve Foundations, he describes 
the Light of the whole of the City as the light 
of a Jasper stone ; and he says also that the 
building of the wall thereof was of Jasper, 
and moreover, that the First of the Twelve 
Foundations of the wall was Jasper. 
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All this surely seems to signify the Oneness 
of the Light of the whole city with the Light 
of the First Foundation ; and so to correspond 
with the Divine Promise to him who was called 
from the Sea of Galilee and surnamed with 
the name of Cephas^ and to whom the Son of 
God said, "I will build My Church on this 
Eock/' 

And again, can we fail to mark that as it 
was at the beginning of the New Dispensation, 
so it shall be also at the ending of it? 

Consider a moment the First and the Last 
Miracle performed by the Son of God mani- 
fest in the flesh. ' 

Is not the last miracle as full of deep signi- 
ficance as the first one ? The first one and the 
last one are recorded by the eagle-eyed Evan- 
gelist alone. Both are recorded by him with- 
out one word or hint of any meaning in them 
beneath the bare facts. But if the first be full 
of deepest significance, as we all know and con- 
fess it to be, is not the last still more so, being 
the last miracle of the Risen Lord ? 

In the last miracle, then, carrying us on in 
spirit to the morning of the Resurrection, S. 
Peter and the other Apostles having finished 
their fishing, do we not perceive the singular 
instrumentality of the Great Fisherman? It 
is S. Peter who went up and drew the Net to 
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shore^ full of the Elect Number^ all great 
ones. 

He it was whose Ministry began the Fishing 
on the Great Day of Pentecost ; and he it is 
whOj at last^ draws all to the shore of Eternity, 
where the Lord Himself is waiting to reveal 
Himself to His Elect in the calm light of the 
morning of the Resurrection. All begins and 
all ends in Unity. (See Appendix II.) 

In all these elementary outlines, we can 
hardly fail to perceive and acknowledge the 
original lines of the framework or mould in 
which our Lord was pleased to cast His 
Church, and to build and constitute His King- 
dom upon earth. 

Such provision did the Divine Builder of the 
Church make for its visible corporate Unity 
and Action at the very beginning. 

His very first act in choosing the Twelve 
Founders of His Kingdom upon earth, was to 
give a New Name to Simon, '* Thou art Ce- 
phas.'' 

We should next consider, that the Apostles 
then proceeded to organize the Church in what 
is now commonly called the Episcopal Form, as 
has been already sufficiently shown. (See Ap- 
pendix III.) 

One decisive testimony on this point, how- 
ever, shall be here repeated. It occurs within 
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seven years of the death of S. John. S. Igna- 
tius writes in his Epistle to the Trallians : 
*' Submit yourselves to the Bishops^ Priests, 
and Deacons. Without these three orders 
there is no Church.^' 

Next^ we must consider that there is tie 
plain historical fact^ that there is no example 
of a Church without a Bishop for fifteen cen- 
turies after Christ. 

The next original development of the Orga- 
nization of the Church took place (just as so 
many subsequent ones did,) on the occasion of 
a serious dispute or controversy. The history 
of this is given in the fifteenth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles. Here we mark that no 
single Apostle, not even S. Peter himself, took 
upon himself to decide the controversy by his 
own inherent Apostolic Authority. But, an 
Assembly of the Church was called to con- 
sider the matter. 

The Assembly consisted of ''the Apostles 
and Elders/' but the other Brethren were also 
present. And after S. Peter had, first of all, 
spoken, and then also S. Paul and S. Barnabas, 
S. James, being the President of the Assembly, 
as the Bishop of Jerusalem, where it was held, 
pronounced the decision. This decision was 
founded, we observe, on what S. Peter had 
said, after it had been also confirmed by Holy 
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Scripture. And the decision of the controversy 
began in these words : " The Apostles^ and 
Elders, and Brethren/' 

And it was declared in this most solemn 
form of supreme authority: "It has seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost and to us/' 

This is the Decree of the First Council of 
the Church which was ever held. It is ex- 
pressed, let us again mark, in the most solemn 
form of Supreme Authority, so that it was 
plainly binding upon all the Members of the 
Church. 

This was the Apostolic pattern for all future 
ages to copy. This is the proper manner and 
form in which the Divinely-given Power of the 
Bulers of the Church is to be exercised. When- 
ever it is so exercised, surely it is the Voice of 
the Holy Ghost speaking by the Church. It 
is such an exercise of the spiritual Authority 
of the Kingdom of Heaven upon earth that all 
the members of the Church are bound to sub- 
mit to it. 

Here indeed is a pattern of " constitutional*' 
Government set to the whole Church, and in- 
deed to all the world. Here is the manner of 
the exercise of Church Authority which most 
certainly binds the consciences of all the mem- 
bers of the Church. 

Let us consider that the controversy was not 
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decided by S. Peter alone^ nor by the authority 
of any Apostle alone, but by the united autho- 
rity of all the Apostolic Body ; all in the Unity 
of One Body, all in unity with the First 
Apostle. 

But yet, although S. Peter was himself pre- 
sent, the final decision was given by the Bishop 
of the place where the Council was held. 8. 
James pronounced the decree. 

Here is the seed or germ out of which all 
the future Councils of the Church were de- 
veloped. 

Whenever any serious controversy arose, a 
Council was summoned to consider the matter. 

The first great occasion which thus arose 
was the Arian heresy, which related to the very 
Nature of our Saviour. The whole Church, 
therefore, represented by 818 Bishops, assem- 
bled together in Council at Nicaea, a.d. 325, to 
deliberate on the matter. And the contro- 
versy was decided in the words of the Nicene 
Creed, which the whole Church has ever since 
confessed. 

In like manner there followed other QScu- 
menical Councils, when other heresies arose. 

Such was the Apostolic model for governing 
the whole Body of the Church. Scope was 
given for the due exercise of all its constituent 
parts. It could never be said that the Apostles 
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" lorded it over Goo's heritage." The head of 
the Apostolic College himself did not rale 
apart from the Body. The First of the Apostles 
himself did not decide the first controversy 
which arose^ of his own authority alone. 

The Development of the Government of the 
Kingdom of Christ upon earth took therefore 
this form from the very first. This system of 
Church Organization and Government we can 
trace from the very beginning. Very early the 
dioceses of the Bishops were grouped into Pro- 
vinces. The Sixth Canon of the Council of 
Niceea, a.d. 826, begins by the words, '^ Let 
the ancient customs prevail ;" and then it de- 
cides that each Province should retain its own 
privileges. Thus within 225 years of the death 
of S. John, the Provincial System had been so 
long established, that it was called '^ an ancient 
custom." 

And again let us mark, that although the 
Ruling Power was vested, by Divine Commis- 
sion, in the Bishops, yet the Bishops did not 
exercise that Authority, in any important case, 
by themselves alone. 

They called together Assemblies to assist 
them. (1 Tim. iv. 14, and v. 19.) 

Ajid the same model was followed in the 
organization of the Provinces, which contained 
a certain number of dioceses, in each of which 
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Provinces one Bishop was the Firsts being 
called a Metropolitan. 

By the Fifth Canon of the Council of Nicaea 
it was ordered that two Synods should be held 
in every Province every year ; and as this Rule 
was not well kept^ the Ninteenth Canon of the 
later Council of Chalcedon ordered its more 
strict observance. 

By such Provincial Synods all matters relat- 
ing to the Province were settled. But if some 
matter arose beyond the interest or the power 
of the Province, then a General or an (Ecu* 
menical Council was summoned. 

And this was the Final Court in which all 
controversies were decided. For it is evident 
from all that has been considered, that a 
General Council, with the Primate at its head^ 
is the Divinely sanctioned mode of exercising 
the Churches inherent Authority. The Deci- 
sions of such Councils may be given in the 
same form of words as that used by the first 
Apostolic Assembly, *' It has seemed good to 
the Holt Ghost and to us.'' 

In no other Divinely sanctioned way can the 
Voice of the Church be heard. In no other 
way can the Holy Ghost now speak to us 
upon earth, as He did at first to the Church 
by the Assembly at Jerusalem. 

Such is the Government of the Kingdom of 
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Chrtst upon earth to which all Members of 
the Church are bound to submit, for to such 
Assemblies the Divine Promises of the King 
of the Kingdom are most undoubtedly appli- 
cable : " Lo, I am with you, always, even to the 
end of the world /^ '^If any man hear not 
the Church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican;'' and "Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven/' 

This is the Apostolic and the Divinely-sanc- 
tioned way of exercising that Supreme Autho- 
rity of Christ, as King of His Kingdom, 
which He has delegated to the Rulers of the 
Church. 

If the Holt Ghost speaks at all in the 
Church on earth, it can only be by such deci- 
sions of such true (Ecumenical Councils. 

In all matters of faith and spiritual disci- 
pline, the Holy Catholic Church exercises her 
Divinely given Authority by such Organiza- 
tions. The Church has this her spiritual 
authority in entire independence of the Civil 
Ruler; for the Son of God Himself has made 
the Church what it is, and man cannot alter it. 
So long as the Government of the Church does 
not interfere in temporal matters which belong 
to the temporal Ruler alone, her authority being 
Divinely given, is supreme and final, and inde- 
pendent of all the Kingdoms of this world. 
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It is, moreover, by means of these Councils 
of the Church that that very special office is dis- 
charged, for which the Church has been con- 
stituted, which S. Paul expresses in the words, 
" The Church of the Living God, the pillar 
and ground of the Truth/' (1 Tim. iii. 15.) 

Accordingly, by the first four (Ecumenical 
Councils, the four greatest heresies that ever 
arose were condemned and destroyed, and so 
the Truth has been defended, and declared, and 
preserved to the world. (See Appendix V.) 
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Thebe was no Church, strictly speaking, before the 
Day of Pentecost ; that is, there was no *' House of 
the LoED," no " Church of Christ." 

When our Lord said to S. Peter, " Thou art Peter, 
and upon this Eock I will build My Church," it is 
plain, the Church of Christ was not then yet built. 

It is true, there were a number of disciples round 
our Lord in His own earthly lifetime, who believed 
in Him. But they did not constitute a Church. 
Because, a mere number of believers in Christ, 
destitute of organization, not united in one society, 
formed into no brotherhood, wanting mutual inter- 
dependence, do not constitute a Church. A Church 
is not a mere promiscuous number of believers, but an 
organized body or society. 

Suppose the case of a wall : it is a mere aggregation 
of separate stones ; it is not united together by any 
one principle of life. 

But consider a vine : the stem, the branches, the 
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leaves, the blossom, the fruit ; all are united together 
into one living tree ; it is one organization, one living 
being. 

Or rather consider a body : it is a system of many 
members, but of members all held together by one 
vital power, having one life circulating through all ; it 
is one organism, one living whole. 

So, like a tree, or like a body, the Church is one 
organized Society, one Mystical Body : it is the Body 
of Christ ; it is the fulness of Him Who now filleth 
all things with His Presence as God Incarnate ; it is 
the extension of the Incarnation of the Son of God, 
filled by His Spirit. He is the Boot, or the Stem of 
the Tree ; He is the Head of the Body. The Living 
Sap of the Tree, the Life of the Body, is the Life 
given by the Holy Ghost, from His Life Who is our 
Living and Life-giving Head. 

This Mystical Body of Christ did not and could 
not begin to be, until the Son of God was Incarnate. 
The family of the Second Adam could not begin to 
be, until the Lord Himself was made the Second Man. 
The Body of Christ, which is His Church, did not 
begin to be, until the vitalizing, organizing, cement- 
ing power of the Holy Ghost, came down into the 
assembly of the disciples on the day of Pentecost. 
Then they were formed into what they had never been 
before, namely, one Body : the Body of Christ, or 
the Church. 

Before cur New Creator breathed into them " the 
Breath of Life," the Breath of the New Creation, they 
were only as separate individuals ; they were only as 
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Adam was, before God breathed into his lifeless body 
" the breath of life." 

So great, therefore, we perceive, is the necessity of 
the Sacrament of Baptism ; namely, that we may be, 
by it or in it, admitted into this Divine organization. 
So absolute is the command, that we must not only 
believe^ but also be baptized^ if we would be saved. 

Cornelius believed and was blessed of God ; but he 
wanted the gift of membership in the Body of Christ ; 
and sooner than he should not have this, God was 
pleased to work a whole series of miracles. 

The day of Pentecost was therefore our Mother's 
birthday. Then, for the first time, men below were 
" added to the Lord," made members of the Incar- 
nate Son of God, the Second Adam ; then for the 
first time they entered into the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon earth ; then began the Kingdom of the Kegene- 
ration. Then, but not till then, strictly speaking, did 
the Church of Christ begin to be. 

Now that the ^ety first question, the question which 
concerns the whole world more than any other, is this ; 
JFhich is the true Religion ? none can doubt. 

And who can doubt that the second question of 
greatest importance must be this ; Is this Religion com- 
mitted to any duly authorized society ? 

For us Christians, no necessity exists to consider 
the reply to the first question. 

But the reply to the second certainly does require 
fresh consideration in the present day. 

We have to consider the truth that the Divine 
Founder of our Religion did commit it to the keeping 
K 
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of a certain Society ; and that He Himself constituted 
that Society in all its original essential vital powers : 
one purpose of its existence being this ; that it might 
be "the Pillar and Ground of the Truth." (1 Tim. 
iii. 15.) 



II. 

The following famous passage is from the celebrated 
Treatise on the Unity of the Church, written by S. 
Cyprian, who was made Bishop of Carthage, a.d. 
248;— 

"The Lord saith unto Peter, 'I say unto thee, 
that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My Church.* To him again, after His resurrection. 
He says, 'Feed My sheep.' Upon him, being one. 
He builds His Church ; and though He gives to all 
the Apostles an equal power, saying, ' As My Father 
hath sent Me, even so send I you ;' yet, in order to 
manifest Unity, He has, of His own authority, so 
placed the source of the same Unity as to begin from 
one. The other Apostles were undoubtedly what 
Peter was, they were all endued with an equal fellow- 
ship of honour and of power ; but a beginning is made 
from Unity, in order that the Church may be shown to 
us as one. He who holds not this Unity of the Church, 
does he suppose that he holds the Faith ? This Unity 
we ought to heed steadfastly, especially we Bishops 
who preside in the Church, in order that we may 
approve the Episcopate to be one and undivided. 
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The Episcopate is one, of which a part is held by each 
without division of the whole/' — (S. Cyprian, de Uni- 
tate Ecdesise, p. 106.) 



III. 

The Succession of the Bishops from the Apostles 
was never made a question of inquiry or of controversy 
in primitive times, as it is in our own day. Then it 
was everywhere taken for granted as a plain undeniable 
fact. The Lists of Bishops who had succeeded one 
another in the various churches from the Apostles, 
were everywhere perfectly known and openly ap- 
pealed to. 

The claims which the Aoman Church has upon our 
consideration are such as make the examination of the 
List of their Bishops, in the beginning of that See, to 
be of the very gravest importance to the whole Catholic 
Church on earth. 

It has been too much the custom amongst ourselves 
to ignore the testimony of Primitive Antiquity on this 
point. We willingly appeal to the Primitive Fathers 
on some doubtful points, and gladly receive them as 
witnesses to the truth. But to be consistent, we 
should receive their testimony also concerning the 
foundation and the prerogative of the Bx)man Church. 

Irenseus, who derived his knowledge of Christianity 
from Papias and Polycarp, who were disciples of the 
Apostle S. John, whose writings are of undoubted 
authenticity, has given us the List of Succession in 
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the Eoman Churcb. And he distinctly writes that S. 
Peter and S. Paul were the Pounders of the Roman 
See. His words are these : " The blessed Apostles in 
founding the Church and setting it in order, committed 
the administration of the Episcopacy to Linus." 

And who these blessed Apostles were, he declares 
in another place, when he says that, " he would not 
enumerate the successions in all the Churches, but in 
one only, the greatest and the most ancient one, known 
of all, founded and constituted at Home by the most 
glorious Apostles, Peter and Paul." 

In like manner Epiphanius gives the Succession at 
Rome, saying : " At Rome, the first were Peter and 
Paul, the same being both Apostles and Bishops ; and 
next Linus." And in another place he says, " The 
Succession of Roman Bishops has this series, Peter, 
and Paul, Linus, Cletu's." 

Eusebius writes: "Alexander received the Epis- 
copacy at Rome, being the fifth in succession from 
Peter and Paul." 

Most undoubtedly, therefore, the primitive Greek 
Fathers all witness that Peter and Paul were the 
Founders and first Bishops of the Roman Church. 

The Latin Fathers do not, however, mention S. 
Paul, but Peter only. 

TertuUian says (for instance) that "Clement was 
made Bishop of Rome by S. Peter." 

Hieronymus says, that " Clement was fourth from 
S. Peter, although some of the Latins think that he 
was next to the Apostle Peter." 

There is, however, no doubt as to the fact that the 
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Latins boasted from the beginning that the Bishops at 
Eome sat in S. Peter's chair. No one ever called in 
question this Succession at Home from S. Peter, what- 
ever differences may exist in the enumeration of the 
individuals. 

That S. Paul was at Rome twice is abundantly 
clear from Holy Scripture. But it does not appear 
from Holy Scripture that S. Peter was ever at Bome. 
Although, on the other hand, it cannot be shown from 
Holy Scripture that he never was at Eome. 

Our Bishop Pearson has clearly shown, however, 
that there is quite sufficient reason to believe that S. 
Peter was at Rome. He proves it from the writings 
of Ignatius, Papias, Irenseus, and many others. And 
he concludes his examination of the subject by say- 
ing : " It is therefore surprising that any can be found 
who should deny that S. Peter was ever at Rome." 

He adduces abundant testimony to the fact that 
both S. Peter and S. Paul suffered martyrdom at 
Rome, and concludes thus : 

" Since, therefore, by so great a consent of testi- 
mony, even from the beginning, it is declared that S. 
Peter preached the Gospel at Rome, and there was 
crowned with martyrdom, no one ever hinting at any 
other statement on the point ; since Christ Himself 
foretold S. Peter's Martyrdom, so that it is impossible 
to believe that the manner of the death of so great an 
Apostle, foretold by the Lokd Himself, should not 
have been well known and celebrated, since other 
places claimed each one for itself its own Apostolic 
Founder, and no other place ever claimed S. Peter but 
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Borne only, we cannot entertain the least doubt on the 
point, but must firmly believe that S. Peter was mar- 
tyred at Bome, and that the Church of Bome was 
founded by S. Peter and S. Paul ; so that if the Chair 
of S. Peter be anywhere in the Church, it is in the 
Succession at Bome." (Bishop Pearson's Minor Works, 
Vol. II., Onford, 1844.) 



IV. 

When we are called upon to believe, that, without 
any manner of doubt, by "this Bock" our Lord 
meant S. Peter, we cannot but remember that the 
great S. Augustine, who once believed this, afterwards 
retracted his opinion, and maintained that by " this 
Bock" our Lord intended the Faith which S. Peter 
professed, namely, that Jesus was the Son of the Living 
God, the Christ. 

And when we consider that many other such very 
eminent commentators, as S. John Chrysostom, S. 
Hilary, S. Gregory of Nyssa, and S. Cyril, who were 
all Boman Catholics, all held that *' this Bock" did not 
mean S. Peter, but the Faith which he professed, we 
certainly have some very good and strong reason for 
avoiding over-confident assertions concerning the in- 
terpretation of this great saying of our Lord's. 

Even if we were perfectly convinced that the words 
are to be undoubtedly understood as applying to S. 
Peter, constituting him, in some true and real sense, 
the Bock of the Church; yet it would still be necessary 
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to determine in what seme and with what limitationa 
our LoBD built His Churcb on S. Peter; inasmuch as 
without any manner of doubt whatever He Himself is 
alone the Living Rock, giving life and being to the whole 
Church, in Whom alone we are built *' for an habita- 
tion of God through the Spirit ;" so that it can be at 
best only in a secondary and very subordinate sense 
that the Church is built upon S. Peter. 



It is not possible within the compass of this short 
treatise, nor is it its design, to enter into any of those 
controversies which from time to time have arisen 
within the Church. 

Nor is it possible to enter into those special ques- 
tions which have disturbed and broken the visible 
Unity of the Kingdom of Christ upon earth. 

It must be enough to say, that we believe that 
nothing is of more importance, and that nothing is 
more to be desired and prayed for, than this Visible 
Unity ; for it was the very dying Prayer of Interces- 
sion of our Lord Himself, for all His Disciples, in all 
nations and in all ages, that '* they all may be One : 
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me." 
(8. John xvii. 21.) 

The present grievous loss of this Visible Unity, we 
manifestly see, is, more than anything else, hindering 
the world from believing that Jesus is the Son of 
God ; and is bringing in upon us an overwhelming 
flood of infidelity. 
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When we duly consider this infinitely serious matter, 
we ought most deeply to tremble at the dreadfulness 
of that confusion and disunion which now prevails 
amongst those who call themselves Christians ; and we 
all ought to be willing most humbly and earnestly to 
reconsider our own particular position in relation to 
the whole Body of the Church on earth. 

Our Lord's Prayer is enough to prove that this 
Visible Unity of the whole Body can never be an im- 
possible thing; and also that all parts of the Body 
should deplore the loss of it, and most earnestly pray 
and strive for its restoration. 

If we share at all in the Mind of Chbist, we shall 
willingly acknowledge so much as this, at the very 
least. 

The force of habit indeed is such, that we can easily 
become so accustomed to anything which is continu- 
ally around us, as to be content to go on as we are. 
Nothing but this strong force of custom could ena- 
ble us to bear the present miserable disunion amongst 
Christians. It is indeed an ancient and an imperish- 
able saying, '* He that loveth not Unity, does he love 
God?" 

In reference to our own position, it must be enough 
to say here, that we dare not be so very presumptuous, 
nor so shockingly self-conceited, as to venture to try, 
at this age of the Church, to invent out of our own 
minds some New Theory of Church Unity, to take the 
place of that which grew up from the beginning and 
has existed for so long a period. 

If Episcopacy be the one only Form of external 
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Church Organization which has Divine Sanction, then 
it is self-evident, that its development must give rise to 
a Primate of Christendom of some kind, even if there 
were no traces of its Divine appointment. 

But nevertheless we are not able, in our own con- 
sciences, to overcome those veiy great and most funda- 
mental difficulties which have caused, and still, we 
humbly believe, justify, our present state of separation 
from visible Unity with the most venerable Central See 
of Christendom. 

We would most willingly agree, as many in autho- 
rity amongst us have already often said, to yield to the 
Great See of Eome that Primacy which the Divine 
Founder of the Kingdom originally assigned to S. 
Peter ; her claim to that Primacy having been so long 
and so universally allowed, and no other See claim- 
ing it. 

But that original Primacy has been now so greatly 
exaggerated by the Bishops of Rome, its claims have 
been so grievously strained, and the New Articles of 
Faith, now made necessary to Communion with the See 
of Rome, seem to us to be so entirely without founda- 
tion, either in Holy Scripture or in Primitive Tradition, 
that, in our consciences, we are unable to accept them. 

However much we abhor the sin of Schism : however 
much we value the Unity of Christendom in One 
Body : however sad and grievous our want of visible 
communion with the venerable See of S. Peter, yet, in 
our consciences, we are fatally hindered from Union 
with that See, by its modern Claims and new Articles 
** of Faith; Claims certainly never made by S. Peter 
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himself; Articlei qf Faith certainly never taught by 
any Apostle of the Son of God. 

A " constitutional" Primacy, such as our Lobd 
conferred on S. Peter, we would most gladly recognize 
in the Bishop of Eome. But the Supremacy, now 
claimed by him, seems to us to change the very con- 
stitution of the Church's Government, virtually turn- 
ing it into a Monarchy; the Primate ruling alone, 
apart from the Twelve ; inasmuch as his decisions, in 
faith and morals, are claimed to be irreformable on 
their own meriia and authority, and not from any con' 
current action or approval of the Church, 

Now it may indeed be very truly said, that our one 
head rules our whole body ; and that our body cannot 
speak, except by its mouth. But it would be a 
manifest distortion and exaggeration of the truth to 
say, that the mouth can speak without any concurrent 
action of the body ; or, that the head can rule apart 
from the body. 

This New Article of Faith, that the Bishop of 
Borne, as the First Bishop of the Church, has a right 
to decide controversies of faith and morals, of his own 
sole authority, and that such decisions are infallible, 
and must be submitted to by all on peril of excommu- 
nication ; seems to us such a modern and an unwar- 
rantable departure from the primitive Apostolic model 
set before us in the First Council, that we are not able to 
believe that such decisions are binding upon us by any 
Divine Authority. We remain, therefore, in a state of 
distress and perplexity ; praying for a restoration of 
Visible Unity in such time and by such means as may 
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be granted by the Mercy and the Power of our Divine 
Head. 

If it be needful to specify any other fundamental 
difficulties, which fatally hinder us, we should mention, 
the modern Article of Faith, that we must believe in 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin ; 
we must mention, that worship of the Blessed Virgin 
which so greatly prevails in the Eoman Communion, 
which so shocks our deepest feelings, seeming to us to 
give her a New Office of mediation between us and our 
Sayiouk ; and moreover we must mention, the Doctrine 
of Transubstantiation, as defined by the Council of 
Trent; and, lastly, there is the Rule of half-communion, 
so manifestly depriving us of our Divinely given right 
to partake of the Cup of our Salvation. 

All these doctrines and practices never taught or 
practised by the Apostles, we are painfully unable to 
receive; earnestly appealing to a true (Ecumenical 
Council of the Church, or waiting for such relief as 
God may be pleased to grant us in ways which we are 
unable to foresee. 
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Thb Dailt Fbatsb of thb Association fob the 
Pbomotion of the Unity of Cheistbndom. 

O LoBD Jbsus Chbist, Wlio saidst unto Tlime Apos- 
tles, Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto 
you : regard not my sins, but the faith of Thy Church, 
and grant unto it that peace and unity which is agree- 
able to Thy will. Who livest and reignest for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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•p A "RT ftTt AND THB PBmST, The. CoUoqnies on the Fastorai 
Care, and Parochial Institutions, of a Country Village. Fcap. 8vo., 28. 6d. 

FHTPFS, Bev. J. B.— Catechism on the Holy Scriptures. l8mo., is. ; 
wrapper, M. 

BSADINQ liXSSONS FBOM SGBIFTUBJQ HISTOB7. 
for the Use of Schools. Royal l8mo., limp cloth, 6d. 

BEADHTGS FBOM HOIi7 SCBTPTUBB. By the Author of 
" Tales of Kirkbeck." first Series, is. 6d. ; Second Series, ss. 

BOBIFTUBE BEADING IiBSSONS FOB UTTIiB OHU.- 

DBBN. With a Preface by the late Bishop WiLBaaFoaca. Ss. 6d. 
SEIiEOTIONS, ISTEW AND OLD. With a Preface by the late 

Bishop Wilberforce. Fcap. 8vu., 4s. 6d. 
SENTENCES flrom the Works of the Author of '* Amy Herbert," selected 

by permission. 2s. 

SFIBIT OF THB GHUBCH. The. A Selection of Articles from the 

Eeele${a$tie. Post 8yo. (Pub. 7^. 0d.) Reduced to Ss. fid. 

SPIBITUAXi VOICES FBOM THE MIDDLE AGES. Con- 
slating of a Selection of Abstracts from the Writings of the Fathers, 
adapted for the Hour of Meditation, and concluding with a Biographical 
Notice of their Lives. Ss. fid. 

SUNDAY VTALKS AND TALKS; or. Conversations on the 
Church SerTices. l8mo., cloth, is. fid. 

TB07.TE. C. A. 'W.— Change-Ringing. An Introduction to the Early 
Stages of the Art of Church or Hand Bell Ringing, for the Use of Begin- 
ners. Third edition. Crown 8vo., cloth limp, 2s. 'fid. The first six chap- 
ters separately, is. 

WALCOTT, Bev. M. E. C— Cathedralia. A ConsUtuttonal History of 
Cathedrals of the Western Church. 8vo., 58. 

WATSON, Bev. A.— A Catechism on the Book of Common Prayer, as. 

WEST, Bev. J. B. 

A Short Treatise on the Holy Eucharist. Fcap. 8vo., Ss. fid. 
The Memorial before God. Crown 8vo.. 9d. 
Tracts on Church Principles. Cloth, is. fid. 
Wrawby Village Dialogues, aoth, is. fid. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS. 

AIDS TO PBA7EB. Printed on card, folded as a triptych for hanging 

at the bedside, with Crucifixion in centre. Price 4d., postage ^d. 
ANDBEWE8, Bishop.— A Manual of Private Devotions, containing 
Prayers for each Day in the Week, Devotions for the Holy Commouion, 
and for the Sick. fid. s 9d. cloth. 
BBETT, Mr. B. 

The Churchman's Guide to Faith and Piety. A Manual of Instructions 
and Devotions. Fourth Edition. Cloth, 3s. fid. ; antique calf or plain 
morocco, 8s. fid. 2 vols, cloth, 48. ; limp calf, 1 is. ; limp morocco, l2s. 
Prayers for Little Children and Young Persons, fid. » cloth, 8d. 
A Manual of Devotions for School-boys. Compiled firom various 
sources, fid. 
CHBISTIAN SEBV ANT'S BOOK of Devotion, Self- Examination, 
and Advice. Sixth Edition, cloth, is. 

CO SIN, Bishop.— A Collection of Private Devotions for the Hours of 
Prayer, is.} calf, Ss. fid. 

DEVOTIONS FOB DAILY USE. Edited by the Hon. and Rev. 
C. L. CouaTKNAT. Royal S2mo., cloth, is. 
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DAT HOUBS OF THE CHUBGH OF ENOIiAND, newly 
TMnslated and Arrang:ed according: to the Prayer Book and the Antho- 
liaed TVanalatlon of the Bible. 4th edition. Crown 8vo., wrapper, is. ; 
(doth, 18. 6d. ; limp calf or morocco, 7b. 

SSBVICE FOB GEBTAIN HOLY DAYS, The. Being a Supple, 
ment to " The Day Hours of the Church of England.*' Crown 8vo., 2s. 

DAY OFFICE OF THE CHTTBCH, (The) according to the 
Kalendarof the Church of KngUmd; consisting of Lauds, Vespers, Prime, 
Teroe, Sext, None, and Compline, throughout the Year. To which are 
added, the Order for the Administration of the Reserved Eucharist, 
Penance, and Unction ; together with the Office of the Dead, Commen- 
dation of a Soul, divers Benedictions and Offices, and full Rubrical 
Directions. 
A complete Edition, especially for Sisterhoods and Religious Houses. By 
the Editor of " The Little Hours of the Day.* ' Crown 8vo., 48. 6d. ; cloth, 
red edges, 5s. 6d. ; calf, gs. 6d. ; morocco, lOs. 6d. 

SXTPPIiEMENT TO THE DAY OFFICE, 9d. 

THE OFFICE OF BEPABATION TO THE BLESSED 

SACK A MENT; for those who recite the Canonical Hours according 

to ** The Day Office of the Church," " The Day Hours of the Church of 

England,** or *' Breviary Offices.** Crown 8vo. 6d. 
DIAL OF MEDITATION AND PBAYEB. 2nd edition, 3d. 
OBAY, Bev. VT. A.— The Christian*8 Plain Guide. 32mo., doth, is.} 

wnqiper, 6d. 

HEYQ-ATE, Bev. "W. E. 

The Manual: a Book of Devotion. Twenty- first edition. Cloth limp, 
is. ; boards, is. .sd. ; roan, is. 6d. ; cheap edition, 6d. 

The Manual. Superior edition, in large type, l2mo., cloth, is. 6d. 
HOBOLOOY, or Dial of Prayer. ByJ.K. 6d. 

LITTLE HOUBS OF THE DAY, according to the Kalendar of the 
Church of England. 38. 0d. cloth ; 2s. 6d. wrapper. 

MALAN, Bev. S. C— The Pocket Book of Daily Prayers. Translated 

from Eastern Originals. Suited for the Waistcoat Pocket. Cluth, 6d. ; 

roan, is. 
THE OBDEB FOB FBIME, TEBCE, SEXT, NONE, AND 

COMPLINE, ACCORDING TO THE USE OF THE CHURCH OF 

ENGLAND. Newly revised. Price 9d. in wrapper. 
This is printed in a form suitable for binding with the various editions of the 
Prayer Book from 24mo. to crown 8vo. 
PAG-ET, Bev. F. E.— Sursnm Corda : Aids to Private Devotion. CoU 

lected from Uie Writings of English Churchmen. 2s. 6d. cloth. 
PATH'WAY OF FAITH, The, or a Manual of Instructions and 

Prayers. For the use of those who desire to serve Goo in the station of 

life in which He has placed them. Limp cloth, is. ; cloth boards, is. sd. 
PIOUS CHUBCHMAN, The : a Manual of Devotion and Sphritual 

Instruction, is. 0d. 

POCKE2T MANUAL OF PBAYEBS FOB THE HOUBS. 
With the Collects firom the Prayer Book. New edition, revised. Royal 
S2mo., cloth. Is. 

POLLOCK, Bev. J. S. 

Resting Places. A Manual of Christian Doctrine, Duty, and Devotion, 
for Private and Family Use. Third edition, revised. Imperial 82mo. 
limp cloth, is. 6d. } cloth boards, Ss. 

The Plain Guide. 44th thousand. Super-royal 32mo., 3d. j limp cloth, 
6d. ; cloth boards, 9d. 
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PBIUISB, (The) let f6rCh at largre witli many Oodly and Devont Prayers. 
Edited, from the Post- Reformation Recension, by the Rev. Gerard 
M Off LTRiB, M. A ., Vicar of South Lei^h . 4th Thousand. l8mo., doth. as. 

Tbb Primmr, printed on toned paper and rubricated, ismo., antique cloth 5s. 

Thb Hovas ov thb PaiMsa, Published separately for the use of individnal 
members of a household in Family Prayer. l8mo., cloth, is. 

HoaARiUM } seu Libellus Precationum, Latini editus. 18mo.» cloth, is. 

SMITH, Bev. T. F.— The Devout Chorister Thoughts on his Vocation, 
and a Manual of Devotions for his use. Fifth Edition, 32mo., cloth. Is. 

TOUNQ OHUBOHMAK'S MANUAIj, The. Second edition. 6d. 



FAMILY PRAYERS. 

BOOK OF FAMHiT PBATSBS, coUected from the Public Utnrgj 
of the Church of England. By £. G., Minor Canon of Durham. 28. 

BO'WDIjBB, Bev. T.—Prayers for a Christian Household, chiefly taken 
from the Sciiptnres, from the Ancient Liturgies, and the Boole of Common 
Prayer. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, ss. 6d. 

OABTBB, Bev. T. T.— Family Prayers. 4th edition. Cloth, is. 

DOMESTIC OFFICES: being Morning and Evening Prayer for the 
Use of Families. Wrapper, 6d. ; cloth, 8d. 

FAMTT.Y DEVOTIONS FOB A FOBTNIGHT. Compiled 
from the Works of Bishop anurbvks, Kkn, Wilson, Kkttlkwxll, 
NxLsoM, Spinckks, &c. (Suited also for private use.) New Edition, 
Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 6d. 

FA MTT.Y FBAYEBS FOB THE CHUiDBEN OF THE 
CHtTBCH. 4d., cloth 8d. 

FAMIIiT PBATEBS FOB THE CHBISTIAN TEAB, toge. 
ther witii Collects, with Versicles and Responses, is. 2d. wrapper, 
IS. 8d. roan. 

MONSEIjIj.— Prayers and Litanies, taken from Holy Scripture ; together 
with a Calendar and table of Lessons. Arranged by the Rev. J. S. B. 
MoNssLL, LL.D. l6mo., cloth, is. 

SHOBT SEBVICES FOB DATLT USE IN FAMII<IES. 

Cloth, is. 

SUCEIjINO, Bev. B. A.— Family Prayers adapted to the course of the 
Ecclesiastical Year. 6d. j cloth, is. 



FOR THE SICK AND AFFLICTED. 

BBETT, Mr. B. 

Devotions for the Sick Room, Prayers in Sickness, tie. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
Companion for the Sick Room : being a Compendium of Christian Doctrine. 

Ss. dd. These two boand together in i vol. cloth, price 5s. 
Offices for the Sick and Dying. Reprinted from the above, is. 
Leaflets for the Sick and Dying ; supplementary to the Offices for the same 

in "The Churchman's Guide to Faith and Piety." First Series. 

Price per set of eight, 6d., cardboard, 9d. 
Instructions, Prayers, and Holy Aspirations for the Sick Room. 4d., 

cloth Od. 
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BBO'WN, Bev. B. O. Ij.— The Dead in Ca rist. A Word of ConKdatlon 

to Moaraen. Saper-royal ssmo., doth, la. Od. 
HTMirS FOB THE SICE. By the Rev. J. M. Nkalb. D.D. Od.j 

cloth, u. 
MANUAIi FOB MOUBNUBS* with Deyotions, Directtons, and 

FormB of Self-Kzamioation. Fcap. 8<ro., as. 6d. 

FOOKET BOOK OF DEVOTIONS AND EXTBAOT8 FOB 
INVAIjIDS. By C. L. Edited by the Ven. Alfrkd Pott. B.D., Arch- 
deacon of Berkshire, Vicar of Clifton Hampden. Super royal ssmo., 
doth, is. 6d. 

FBA7EB8 AND MAXIMS, in large <7pe. Fourth Edition. Crown 
8VO., doth, as. 6d. 

"WIIiKlNSON, Bev. J. B.— The Hour of Death. A Manual of Prayen 
and Meditations intended chiefly for those in Sorrow or in Sickness. 
Royal samo., 28. 

EUCHARISTIC MANUALS. 

AN AIjTAB BOOK FOB TOlTNGh FEB80NS. Soitablealso for 

Choristers. Cloth, with a picture of the Craciflxion, 8d. ; with 9 pictures. 

Is. 3d. J do. red edges, gold lettered, is. 6d. 
THE DAIIj7 8A.CB1FICE: a Manual of Spiritual Communion. 

From Ancient Sources. Limp doth, Is. ; doth extra, is. 6d. 
THE DIVINE LITITBG-T. A Manual of Devotions for the Sacra* 

ment of the Altar. Fourth Edition. limp doth, is. 6d. Superior Edition, 

cloth boards, 2s. 6d. 

DEVOTIONS FOB HOLY COMMUNION. Edited by the Rev. 

W. U. Richards. 32mo., cloth, is. 
EITGHABISTIO DEVOTIONS, with Preparations and Thanksgivings 
for Young Persons Uncoaflrmed or not Communicating. Royal samo., 
doth, 9d. A companion book to **The Devout Chorister,*' and may be 
had bound with it, is. 6d. cloth. 
G-TJIDE TO THE EUCHABIST. Containing Instructions and Di- 

rections with Forms of Preparation and Sdf-Ezamination. 4d. 
HOIjY EUCHABIST, The. A Manual containing Directions and 
suitable Devotions for those who remain in Church but do not Communi- 
cate. By a Parish Priest. 6d. 
MATiAN, Bev. S. C. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings for the Holy Communion, chiefly for the use 
of the Clergy. Translated from Coptic, Armenian, and other Eastern 
Rituals, is. 6d. cloth. 
Preparation for Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ, with 
Prayers and Thanksgivings for the same ; chiefly for the use of the 
Laity. Gathered and translated flrom Armenian and other Eastern 
Originals, is. 6d. cloth. 

MANUAL FOB COMMUNICANTS: being an Assistant to a 
Devout and Worthy Reception of the Loan's Supper. Roan, is. 1 paper 
cover, 6d. In large type, 6d. 

FBTNNE, Bev. G-. B.—Eucharistic Manual, consisting of Instructions 

and Devotions for the Holy Sacrament of the Altar. From various sources. 

IS. 6d., cloth i calf, 48. 6d. } morocco, 6s. Cheap edition, limp cloth, is. ; 

roan, Ss. 6d. 
SKINNEB, Bev. J.— An Act of Spiritual Communion. With Notice by 

the Rev. T. T. Cartkr, M.A., Superior General of the Confraternity of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Royal 32mo., doth, 6d. 
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80UDAM0BB, Bev. 'W. S. 

Steps to the Altar : a Manual of Deyotion for the Blessed Eucharist. ftSth 
edition. Royal SSmo., cloth, ss.{ calf or morocco, 4s. 6d. Demy 
l8mo., cloth, 18.; calf or morocco, Ss. 6d.; roan, as. fid. Imperial 
SSmo., cloth, 6d. Imitation morocco, is. 3d. 

Incense for the Altar. A Series of Devotions for the Use of earnest Com- 
municants, whether they receive frequently or at longer intervals, 
itoyal 38mo., cloth, 8s. Od. { limp calf, 5s. 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS. 

▲VBUjLON.— Eucharistic Meditations for a Month on the Most Holy 

Communion. Translated flrom the French of Avrillon. Ump cloth, Ss. 6d. 
BEIjLABMINS.— The Seven Words from the Cross. A Devotional 

Commentary. By Bellarmine. Second edition. Is. 0d. 
BOTJBDAIjOnE.— Spiritnal Exercises: Readings for a Retreat of Seven 

Days. Translated and abridg^ed from the French of Bourdaloue. Is. 6d. 
BBETT, Mp. B. 

Reflections, Meditations, and Prayers, on the Holy Life and Passion of 
our LoKO. New edition, 6s. 

Fervent Aspirations after Divine Love and Thanksgivings on the Passion. 
Cloth 8d., wr apper . 6d. 
COMMUNION WITH GOD. Meditations and Prayers for One 

Week. By a Clergyman. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 3b. 

DAIIjT meditations : firam Ancient Sources. Advent to Easter. 

Cloth, 18. 6d. 
DAIIiY MEDITATIONS FOB A MONTH, on some of the 

more moving truths of Christianity } in order to determine the Soul to be 

in earnest in the love and service of her Goo. From ancient sources. 

Clo th, is. 
DIVINE MASTEB, The t a Devotional Manual iUnstrating the Way of 

the Cross. With Ten Steel Engravings. Qth edition, Ss. 6d. j morocco ss. ; 

antique calf or morocco 78* Cheap edition in wrapper, is. 
HEIiFS TO MEDITATION FOB BEQINNEBS. By a Priest 

of the Church of England. Edited by the Rev. Gborok Bodv. l8mo. ad. 
HETGATE, Bev. "W. E.— The Wedding Gift. A Devotional Manual for 

the Married, or those intending to Marry. 2nd edition, revised and en- 

larged as. 
A FE^W DEVOTIONAL HELPS FOB THE CHBISTIAN 

SEASONS. Royal S2mo. s Vols., cloth 5s. 6d. 
HIDDEN LIFE, The. Translated from Nepveu*8 Pens^es Chr^tiennes. 

4th edition, enlarged, igmo. ss. 
HOLT CHILD JE8TJS. Thoughto and Prayers on the Holy Infancy 

and Childhood of our Blessed Loan and Saviour, Jbsus Christ. With 

8 Engravings, is. 6d. cloth; is. wrapperi morocco, 4s. 

HOLT CHILDHOOD OF OUB BLESSED LOBD. Medi. 

tations for a Month. By the Author of ** Tales of Kirkbeck." Od. 
THE KALENDAB OF THE IMITATION: Sentences for every 

day of the year from the " Imitatio Christi.** Translated from the edition 

of 1630. Edited by the late Rev. J. M. Nkalk, D.D. New edition, r^ 

3Smo., cloth, is. 
KEMFIS.— The Soliloquy of the Soul, and the Garden of Roses. Translated 

ftom Thomas h Kempis. By the Rev. W. B. Flowkr, B.A. Ss.; cheap 

edition, is. 
LUIS DE GBANADA.— Considerations on Mysteries of the Faith, 

newly transUtted and abridged from the Original Spanish of Luis de 

Granada. Ss. cloth. 
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MAIiAN, Bev. 8. O. 

Meditations od oar Lord*a Passion. Translated from the Armenian of 

Matthew, Vartabed. 8s. 6d. 
Companion for Lent. Being: an Exhortation to Repentance, from the 

Syriac of S. Ephraem ; and Thoughts for every Day in Lent, gathered 

Aram other Eastern Fathers and Divines. Is. 3d. 

MEDITATIONS FOB EVEBY WEEK IN THE CHBIS- 
TIAN 7EAB. By the Compiler of " Plain Prayers,'* with an Intro- 
duction by the Rev. Canon Butlkr, M.A., Vicar of Wantage. Second 
Edition. l8mo., cloth, is. 6d. 

MI8EBEBE : the Fifty .first Psalm. With Devotional Notes. Reprinted 
from Neale*s *' Commentary on the Psalms.*' With additions by the Rer. 
R. F. LiTTLKnALB, LL.D. 6d.: cloth, is. 

MOUTjTBIE, Bev. G. 

Hymns and Lyrics, for the Seasons and Saints' Days of the Chordi. 

Fcap. 8vo., 8s. 6d. 
Offices for Holy Week and Easter, after the Primer Use, together with the 

Meditations on the Life and Passion of our Loan. Edited by the Rev. 

G. MouLTRiB, M.A. l8mo. 3s. 

CUB NEW lilFE IN CHBI8T. Edited by a Parish Priest, C. L. C. 
Fourth edition. l8mo., cloth, is. ; cheap edition, 6d. 

A SEQUEL TO " OUB NEW LIFE IN OHBI8T ;" OR, THE 
PRESENCE OF JESUS ON THE ALTAR. With a Few Simple Ways of 
Worshipping Him at the Celebration of the Blessed Sacrament. To which 
are added, Devotions and Hymns. l8mo., limp cloth, is. ; cloth boards, 
red edges, is. 6d. 

FAQET, Bev. F. E.— The Christian's Day. Royal 82mo., 8s. cloth. 

PEOPLE'S HTMNAL, The, containing 6oo Hymns, Carols, and Me- 
trical Litanies. Wrapper, 6d.} limp cloth, 8d.; cloth boards, red edges, 
18. } roan, red edges, l s. 9d. Large I^rp® edition, doth boards, ss. ; roan, 4s. 

PBAOTICE OF THE PBE8EN0E OF GOD THE BEST 
BXTIiE OF A HOLY LIFE, being Conversations and Letters of 
Brother Lawrence. Seventh edit. Royal samo, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; morocco, 
IS. 6d. 

PSALTEB, Thej or Seven Ordinary Hours of Prayer, according to the 
use of the Church of Sanun. Beantiftadly printed and bonnd in antique 
parchment. Reduced to 15s. 

BODBIQUEZ.— A Treatise of the Virtue of HumUity, abridged from the 
Spanish of Rodriguez } for the use of persons living In the world. Cloth, is. 

THBEE HOUBS AG-ONY : Meditations, Prayers, and Hymns on the 
Seven Words from the Cross of our Most Holy Redeemer, together with 
Additional Devotions on the Passion. Fourteenth Thousand. 4d. 

TITTE, Bev. J. S.— Meditations on the Most Precious Blood and Exam, 
pie of Christ. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, is. 

VEBSES FOB THE SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS OF 
THE GHBI8TIAN YEAB. By the Author of the ** DaUy Life of 
^e Christian Child," Ac. with lUostrations. Ss. 

WILLIAMS, The late Bev. I. 

The Altar ; or Meditations in Verse on the Holy Communion. By the 

author of "The Cathedral." Ss. 0d. 
Hymns on the Catechism. 6d., cloOi is. 

WOODHOTJSE, Bev. F. O.— The Exemplar of Penitence. Medita. 
tions on the Fifty-Arst Psalm» for the Sundays in Lent and at other timet. 
Crown 8vo., It. 6d. 
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BOOKS FOR THE USE OF THE GLEB6T. 

TH:B PBIEST'S PBAYEB book, with a brief Pontifical. Con. 
tainingr Private Prayers and Intercessions; Offices, Reading, Prayers, 
Litanies, and Hymns, for the Visitation of the Sick ; Offices for Bible and 
Confirmation Classes, Cottage Lectures, &c. t Notes on Confession, Direc 
tion, Missions, and Retreats i Remedies fbr Sin; Anglican Orders; Biblio> 
theca Sacerdotalis, &c., &c. Fifth Edition, much enlarged. 

s, d, s. d. 

One ▼ol. cloth 6 Twovcris. cloth .... 7 

Calf or morocco.... 10 6 Calf or morocco.... 15 

With Common Prayer, Ss. Od. additional. 

THE CIiEBOTHAN'S MANUAIj OF PBIVATE 
PBAYEB S. Collected and Compiled from Various Sources. A Com- 
panion Book to ** The Priest's Prayer Book." Cloth, is. 

HOBABIUM ; sen Libellus Precatiouiun, Latind editus. l8mo., doth, is. 

liEMOBIAIiE VIT.^ SACEBDOTALIS ; or, Solemn Warnings 
of the Great Shepherd, Jbsus Christ, to the Clergy of His Holy Church. 
From the Latin of Arvisenet. Adapted to the Use of the English Church 
by the Bishop of Brbchin. Second edition. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 38. 6d. 

THE PBIE8T IN HIS INNEB LIFE. By H. P. L. is. 

HE7GATE, Bev. "W. E.— Ember Hours. New edition, revised, with 
an Essay on Rklioion in Relation to Scibncr, by the Rev. T. 8. 
AcKLAND, M. A., Vicar of Balne, author of ** Story of Creation," &c. Fcap. 
8vo., cloth. 3s. 

THE OBDEB FOB A CHUiDBEN'S SEBVICE. With Music. 
Price 2d., cloth 4d. Published with the approval of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and Dublin, and authorized for use in the Dioceses of Win. 
Chester, Ely, Peterborough, Lincoln, Bath and Wells, and Oxford. 

PAGET, Bev. F. E. 

Memoranda Parochialia; or, the Parish Priest's Pocket Book. 3«. 6d.; 

double size 58. 
Sermons for Special Occasions. Containing Twenty-one Sermons fw 
Consecration of Churches, Churchyards, Restoration, Anniversary, 
Foundation Stone, New School, School Feast, Confirmation, Ordina- 
tion, Visitation, Church and Educational Societies, Choirs, Wakes, 
Festivals, Clubs, and Assizes. Post 8vo., 5s. 
8EBMON8 BEGISTEB, for Ten Years, by which an account may be 
kept of Sermons, the number, snl]|ject, and when preached. Post 4to., is. 

BEQISTEB OF SEBMONS. PBEACHEBS, NX7MBEB OF 
COMMITNIOANTS, AND AMOUNT OF OFFEBTOBY. 
Fcap. 4to., bound, 4s. 6d. (The Book of Strange Preachers as ordered by 
the 5Snd Canon.) 

BEGISTEB OF PEBSONS OONFIBMED AND ADMIT- 
TED TO HOIiY COMMUNION. For 600 names, 48. 6d. For 
1000 names, 7s. 6d., half-bound. 

THE IjITANY from the Book of Common Prayer, together with the 
latter part of the Commination Sbrvicb, with Musical Notation through- 
out for Priest, Choir, and People. Edited by Richard Rbohbad. Demy 
4to. Handsomely printed in red and black. Wrapper, 7s. 6d.; imitation 
morocco, I8s. ; morocco plain, 24s. ; morocco panelled, &c., sos. 

HEIiMOBE , F.— Church Choirs ; containing a Brief History of the Changes 
in Church Music during the last forty or fifty years, with Directions for the 
Formation, Management, and Instruction of Cathedral, Collegiate, and 
Parochial Choirs ) being the result of thirty-six years* experience in 
Choir Training. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo., Is. 
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THOMFSOH» Bev. H. 

Concionalia) Oatlines of Sermons for Parochial Use thronghout the 

Year. First Series. Third edition. Fcap. 8vo., 78. 6d. 
Concionalla. Second Series. Fcap. 8yo., Os. 6d. 

BABING GOULD, Bev. S. 

One Hundred Sketches of Sermons for Extempore Preachers. Third 

Edition. Crown 8vo., 6s. 
Village ConllBrenoes on the Creed. Second Edition. Crown 8to., sa. 6d. 

8ERM0NS AND LECTURES. 

▲SHIiEY, Bev. J. M. 

The Victory of the Spirit : a Course of Short Sermons by way of Commen- 
tary on the Eighth Chapter of S. Paol's Epistle to the Romans. Fcap. 
Sto., cloth, 3S. 
Thirteen Sermons flrom the Quaresimale of Quirico Rossi. Translated 
from the Italian. Edited by J. M. Asblbt, B.C.L. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, 
8s.6d. 
BAIN ES» Bev. J.— Sermons. Fcap. 8vo.. cloth, ss. 
BBIGHT, Bev. Canon, D.D.— Eighteen Sermons of S. Leo the Great 
on the Incarnation, translated with Notes and with the " Tome** of S. Leo 
in the original. 8vo., cloth, 5s. 
BIJTIjIiB, Bev. "W. J.— Sermons for Working Men. Second edition, 
lamo., 6s. 6d. 

OHAMBEBIjAIN, Bev. T. 

Tbe Theory of Christian Worship. Second edition. Ss. 6d. 
The Seven Ages of the Church as indicated in the Messages to the Seven 
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